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THE BEGINNINGS OF ST. LOUIS 
UNIVERSITY 


I 


At Georgetown College in the District of Columbia, on March 19, 
1823, a Concordat or solemn compact was entered into between Louis 
Valentine William Du Bourg, Bishop of Louisiana and the Floridas, 
and Father Charles Neale, Superior of the Jesuit Mission of Mary- 
land. The Concordat covered the terms and conditions affecting an 
arrangement previously made between the two parties in question 
according to which a group of Jesuits of Belgian birth, consisting of 
Father Charles Felix Van Quickenborne, as Superior, and eleven 
associates, were to establish themselves as a permanent colony of 
missionaries in the immediate vicinity of St. Ferdinand or Florissant, 
a French settlement some sixteen miles to the northwest of St. Louis 
in Missouri, on a property of about 200 acres donated to them by 
Bishop Du Bourg. The Jesuit party reached St. Louis on May 31, 
1823, and a few days later took over the property in Florissant where, 
through a period of strenuous and at times distressful pioneering, 
they laid the foundations of the Missouri Province of the Society 
of Jesus. 

In a letter dated May 24, 1823, exactly one week before Father 
Van Quickenborne and his party crossed the Mississippi and entered 
St. Louis for the first time, Father Rosati, at that time Superior of 
the Diocesan Seminary at the “Barrens” in Perry County, Missouri, 
wrote of the little band of Jesuits who were just then toiling along 
the muddy roads of Southern Illinois: “We are expecting them every 
day. The colony will be a nursery of missionaries for the Indians and 
perhaps in the course of time a means of procuring for the youth of 
these parts a solid and Christian education.”* Six years later the 
hope entertained by Father Rosati that the Jesuits would take up and 
promote the cause of Christian education in the West was realized. 

It was felt no doubt from the beginning both by the Superior of 
the Maryland Mission and by Bishop Du Bourg that the group of 
Jesuits settled at St. Ferdinand were destined to exercise their zeal 
and energy before no long time in the field of Christian education. 
The question of a college, it is safe to say, had been among the mat- 
ters discussed between “them at the time the Missouri Mission was 
formally set on foot. The Concordat, however, is silent on the matter 
of education; its terms and provisions might almost justify the in- 
ference that the activity of the Missouri Jesuits, in the intention of 
both contracting parties, was to be restricted to parochial ministry 


1 Annales de la Propagation de la Foi, 1:476 (Louvain ed.). 
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among the whites and missionary labor among the Indian tribes. But 
Bishop Du Bourg, it is unnecessary to say, had not invited the Society 
of Jesus to his diocese to exclude it from a field of labor to which by 
rule and historical precedent it was particularly attached. Already in 
1820 he had proposed to the Maryland Jesuits the opening of a college 
at Franklin in Missouri.2 Now that the Society of Jesus was estab- 
lished in his diocese, he was quick to broach the subject of a school 
under its auspices in the chief city of Missouri. 

What appears to be the earliest utterance of the prelate on the 
matter in question is found in a letter of November 27, 1823, addressed 
to Father Francis Neale: 

“I would feel disposed to give your Society two beautiful squares of ground 
in the city of St. Louis and to help in the erection of a house for an academy 
as a preparation for a college, if you thought you could spare a couple of your 
Maryland brethren, even scholastics, to commence the establishment; in which 
case I will shut up the one that is now kept by some of my priests on the 
Bishop’s premises.” 

The Bishop then proceeds to offer the furniture of his little col- 
lege and all its appurtenances, as also three hundred dollars towards 
defraying the travelling expenses from Maryland of the necessary 
professors.2 At about the same time that he wrote to Father Neale, 
Bishop Du Bourg entered into communication with Father Van 
Quickenborne, repeating his offer and engaging himself to close his 
own Episcopal College in St. Louis in case the Jesuits should open an 
institution in that city.* 

In a letter dated New Year’s day, 1824, in the very heart of the 
severe winter that followed his arrival at St. Ferdinand, Father Van 
Quickenborne informed Father Dzierozynski, the newly appointed 
Superior of Maryland, of the Bishop’s offer, adding his own view of 
the project. Father Francois Niel, Rector of St. Louis College, was 
not able to support himself and his professors in the Episcopal Col- 
lege, as it was sometimes called, and had placed the institution in the 
hands of a Protestant layman. There were only nine boarders in at- 
tendance and no more were to be looked for. The erection of a new 
house or college would cost much, as labor in St. Louis was dearer 
than in Maryland. “On the other hand,” Van Quickenborne observes, 
“the city is the principal one of the State and near other rising towns 
in Illinois. If our men were there, many day-scholars would attend 
school; of these, some would enter the Society, especially if, accord- 
ing to the Institute, we teach gratis.” > In July, 1824, the Jesuit Supe- 


? Hughes, History of the Society of Jesus in North America, Colonial and 
Federal, Documents, 1:1013. 
3 Hughes, op. cit., Doc., 1:1026. Father Francis Neale was acting Superior 
ee as Maryland Jesuits for a brief period after the death of Father Charles 
eale. : 
4 Van Quickenborne ad Dzierozynski, Jan. 1, 1824. 


2 Van Quickenborne ad Dzierozynski, Jan. 1, 1824. The principle of gra- 
tuitous instruction embodied in the Jesuit rule became impracticable in the 
United States owing to the fact that the Society’s colleges established here being 
unendowed, are strictly dependent on tuition-money for their support. : 
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rior and his community had the pleasure of entertaining as a guest 
at St. Ferdinand, Father Charles Nerinckx, to whom, humanly speak- 
ing, most of them were indebted for their call to the Society of Jesus. 
“We are sorry,” wrote Father Van Quickenborne to Bishop Rosati, 
“that our venerable guest cannot stay somewhat longer with us and 
recreate and edify us by his presence which is so dear to us. I have 
begged of him to communicate to you, Monseigneur, my ideas on the 
establishment of a college in St. Louis.” ® 

The Episcopal College of which Father Van Quickenborne speaks 
as being in a precarious condition owed its origin to Bishop Du Bourg. 
The first year of the Bishop’s residence in St. Louis, 1818, saw the 
opening under his auspices of a Latin school for boys known as the 
St. Louis Academy. Classes were begun on November 16 of that year 
in a stone house of one story with a gallery, which belonged to 
Madame Alvarez and stood at the north-west corner of Third and 
Market streets. The management of the Academy was entrusted to 
the Rev. Francois Niel, assisted by three other priests, all members 
of the diocesan clergy and attached to the Cathedral of St. Louis. 
The Academy prospering was soon transformed into a college for 
which a site was found in the Cathedral block on the west side of 
Second street between Market and Walnut. Here, on the ground 
once occupied by the first church in St. Louis, a two-story brick 
building adjoining the Cathedral on the south was erected by Bishop 
Du Bourg and here in the fall of 1820 St. Louis College held its first 
session. Though it stood high in public regard, the inability of the 
diocesan clergy conducting the college to find time amid their press- 
ing ministerial duties to give due attention to its management ham- 
pered its success. With the end of the session 1826-27 the institution 
closed its doors. The register of its last session included family names 
rich in historical associations of early St. Louis and the pioneer West, 
among them those of Joseph Robidoux, Chauvette Labeaume, Mar- 
cellin St. Vrain, Alexandre Bellisime, Charles Sanguinet, Vital Beau- 
genou, Louis Primeau, Francis Bosseron, Philip Rocheblave, Tous- 
saint Hunaut, Francis Cabanné and Auguste Delassus.” 

The difficulties that beset the Episcopal College in St. Louis 
made Bishop Du Bourg all the more anxious to have the Jesuits enter 
the educational field. Reaching St. Michel, Cote d’Acadie, in Novem- 
ber, 1825, on his way back to New Orleans from a visit to Natchi- 


6 Van Quickenborne a Rosati, July 30, 1824. 


7 Historical Sketch of St. Louis University, pp. 6-12, (Bulletin of the St. 
Louis University, 1908, 4:4). Elihu H. Shepard, professor of languages in 
St. Louis College, 1823-1826, has put on record some interesting facts about the 
institution in his Autobiography (St. Louis, 1869). As early as June 24, 1824, 
Bishop Du Bourg wrote concerning the Missouri Jesuits to his brother at 
Bordeaux in France: “They will take over the College of St. Louis; this is the 
means to assure its stability.” Ann. Prop., 1:474. Bishop Du Bourg’s repeated 
requests in this connection together with other circumstances, e. g. the identity 
of name attaching to the two institutions, point to an organic continuity of de- 
scent from the old to the new St. Louis College, later St. Louis University. Cf. 
Bulletin of St. Louis University, 1908, 4:4. 
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toches, he wrote to Father Van Quickenborne from the first named 

: : : : ‘ ; ; 
place repeating his offer of two squares in St. Louis.* At Cote d’Acadie 
he learned that Bishop Rosati, his auxiliary, was ten leagues below, 
at St. Jean Baptiste, waiting for an up-river steamer. He hastened 
thereupon to meet Bishop Rosati to confer with him on the ordination 
of the Jesuit scholastics and the projected college in St. Louis, and 
sent through him from St. Jean Baptiste a second letter to Father Van 
Quickenborne, dated two days later than the one dispatched from 
Cote d’Acadie: 

“Tf Mr. De Theux has arrived, I ask you to accompany your scholastics 
so that you may confer in person with Msgr. to whom I have communicated 
several matters of intimate concern to yourself. ; y 

First in importance among these matters is your establishment of St. Louis. 
To forward it and give it all desirable stability and independence, I offer you 
two fine squares in Connor’s addition to the city on the same conditions on which 
they were given to me, to wit, that a college should be built upon one of them 
(it does not matter which) and that it should be in operation within seven 
years of the date of the bond of conveyance, which was made over to me in 
the year 1819 or 1820, I do not remember which; but as the bond is on record 
in St. Louis you can easily verify its date. On the less favorable supposition, 
there still remains sufficient time to put up a small house, either of log or 
frame; for as the dimensions and material of the building were not specified in 
the bond, any kind of structure suited to receive some thirty day-scholars or 
even fewer will meet the requirements. I foresee two difficulties in the way of 
your acceptance; Ist. the expenses and 2nd. your rules. As to the first, I am 
persuaded that you will receive aid from the inhabitants, if you make the rounds 
of the city for such purpose. I will myself contribute one hundred dollars. As 
to the rules of your Society or the difficulty of your taking in charge the direc- 
tion of the school, there is nothing to prevent you, while these hindrances last, 
from putting the school in the hands of some master, to whom you can lease 
it or even lend it gratis. 1 regard this property as too precious a thing, in view 
of the future interests of religion and of your Society, not to urge you to make 
every effort to assure yourself of its possession; moreover, as the time is ap- 
proaching after which regrets will be useless, I am persuaded that you can go 
far in this matter on your own responsibility, with the understanding that, in 
view of the urgency of the case, you cannot fail to obtain subsequently the 
approval of your Superior.”® 


_ Father Van Quickenborne’s reply to the foregoing communica- 
tion from Bishop Du Bourg is dated some weeks later: 


“As to the establishment of a college in St. Louis, I wrote about the mat- 
ter to Father General more than eighteen months ago. He gave me permission 
to buy out of my own patrimony one thousand arpents of land for the support 
of Ours who shall be sent there. I shall receive for myself very little or per- 
haps nothing at all from this patrimony. You did well to write about the offer 
to the Father Superior of Georgetown. You must let him decide on it as also 
on the parish you have offered me. It will require a miracle to give us a college 
at St. Louis, such as our institute demands, namely, one which is free for day- 
pupils and which for that reason must have an adequate revenue. Still I dare 
to hope it of the divine goodness.” ” 


It 


_ The two squares which Bishop Du Bourg offered to Father Van 
Quickenborne were a gift to him from Jeremiah Connor, a native of 


8 Du Bourg 4 Van Quickenborne, Nov. 7, 1825. 
® Du Bourg a Van Quickenborne, Nov. 9, 1825. 
10 Van Quickenborne 4 Du Bourg, Ann. Prop., (1827). 
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Ireland, who came to St. Louis in 1805 from Georgetown in the 
District of Columbia, where he had engaged in the business of an 
auctioneer. He followed the same business in St. Louis where he 
quickly came into prominence, being appointed by Governor Wilkin- 
son sheriff of the village within a year after his arrival. He has 
been described as a man of retiring and even eccentric habits, never 
marrying and living alone in the rear of his place of business on 
Second street. He was one of the witnesses to the last will and testa- 
ment drawn up by Meriwether Lewis, of the Lewis and Clark Expedi- 
tion, on the eve of the latter’s departure from St. Louis for the East 
where he was shortly to die under tragic circumstances. Connor was 
one of the first Irishmen to settle in St. Louis and the Erin Benevolent 
Society, of which he became President, was organized at his house 
in 1818. He was also the founder with John Mullanphy and others 
of the Irish Immigrant and Corresponding Society. He died Septem- 
ber 23, 1823, aged about fifty, and his estate, coming under the 
sheriff’s hammer, soon passed into various hands." 

No other citizen after John Mullanphy was more actively inter- 
ested in the promotion of Catholic interests in early St. Louis than 
Jeremiah Connor. He contributed a thousand dollars towards repair- 
ing the old Cathedral presbytery and putting it in readiness for the 
arrival of Bishop Du Bourg in 1818.12 Moreover, his name appears 
with those of two or three other Irishmen on a document signed by 
about one hundred and twenty of the French residents of St. Louis, 
with Auguste Chouteau at their head, which guaranteed Bishop Du 
Bourg to use, free from all molestation, of the Cathedral presbytery 
yard as a building site for St. Louis Academy.** But Jeremiah Connor 
was not content with this evidence of collective good-will on the part 
of the Catholics of St. Louis towards the educational venture of their 
chief pastor. He resolved to do something personally for the cause 
of Christian education. Accordingly, on March 8, 1820, he signed an 
instrument binding himself, his heirs and assigns, to convey to the 
Rt. Rev. Louis William Du Bourg in fee simple “two squares in Con- 
nor’s addition to St. Louis, the one bounded south by an eighty foot 
street, west by a sixty foot street, north by the land of William 
Christy, east by a sixty foot street, which separates the same from 
the half-square I sold this day to said L. William Du Bourg—the 
other lying south of the former, from which it is separated by said 
eighty-foot street, bounded as ditto east and west, and on the south 
by the St. Charles road; each of said squares containing two hundred 
and seventy feet counting from east to west, by one hundred and fifty 
from north to south, be the same more or less. The condition of the 
above obligation is that a college shall be built and used as such 


11 Billon, Annals of St. Louis in its Territorial Days. pp. 67, 194, 379. “An 
intelligent, liberal gentleman,” is Billon’s estimate of Connor, 

12 Memorial Sketch of Bishop William Louis Du Bourg and What his Com- 
ing Meant to St. Louis. St. Louis, January 1918. 

13 Billon, op. cit., p. 422. 
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within seven years of this day on either of said squares; the deed, 
however, to be executed as soon as possible.” ** 

The history of Connor’s addition to St. Louis belongs to the 
romance of real estate development in that city. Before the date of 
the Louisiana Purchase and for some time after, the western boundary 
of the village ran along the line of the present Fourth street, turning 
in towards the river at about Convent street on the south and Morgan 
Street on the north. Fourth Street was not yet laid out and within 
the village there were three principal streets, all running north and 
south, Main Street or Rue Royale (also Rue Principale), Second Street 
or Rue de l’Eglise and Third Street or Rue des Granges. To the north- 
west of the village, which was encircled by pickets guarded at inter- 
vals by stone forts or bastions, were the Common Fields, while to the 
south-west were the Commons, two characteristic adjuncts of the 
Creole settlements of Louisiana. The Common Fields were divided 
off into oblong strips, forty arpents long and one arpent wide, which 
were assigned to the townsfolk in numbers proportionate to their 
ability to cultivate them.*® 

On August 12, 1766, only two years after the founding of St. 
Louis, the Spanish government granted to Julien Le Roy, one of 
Laclede’s associates, a forty-arpent strip in the Common Fields, 
lying between similar parallel strips, the one to the north being held 
by Joseph Tayon and the one to the south by Francois Bissonet. Le 
Roy soon lost the strip, which was again merged into the Common 
Fields. May 23, 1772, a fresh grant of it was made by the Spanish 
Government, this time in favor of Gabriel Dodier, also one of La- 
clede’s companions. Twenty-one years later, July 14, 1793, Dodier 
conveyed the strip for a consideration of eighty dollars to Esther, a 
mulatto woman, who had been manumitted that same year by her 
owner, Jacques Clamorgan. The deed of conveyance described the 
property as being “one arpent in front by forty in depth, situated in 
the rear of the town on the adjoining prairie, bounded on the east by 
the fence set there to protect the wheat fields from the live-stock, on 
the west by his Majesty’s domain, on the north by land hitherto and 
also now in the possession of Sr. Tayon, pére, on the south by the 
King’s highway (Rue Royale), which leads to the village of St.Charles 
and St. Ferdinand.” 16 

Within a year after acquiring the arpent, Esther, the mulatto 
woman, transferred it September 2, 1794, to her quondam master, 
Jacques Clamorgan. The latter held it until July 8, 1808, when, to 


14 St. Louis University Archives. The two squares lay between Ninth and 
Tenth Streets, one north and the other south of Washington Avenue, which 
streets are not designated by name in the bond of conveyance, as names were 
attached to them only subsequently to the date of the instrument. 


15 For a map of St. Louis as planned in 1764 see Scharf, History of St. 
Louis, 1:66. For a description of the St. Louis Common Fields, see also Scharf, 
1:163. Stevens, St. Louis the Fourth City, 1764-1769, 1:104, has an early real- 
estate map of the city showing the location of the Common Fields. 

16 St. Louis University Archives. Dodier’s deed of conve 

fs V ¢ noe) yance of July 1 
1793, is in French. Ci. St. Lowis Republic, April 23, 1911, p. 10. ous 
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meet a judgment, it was put up and sold at public auction by Jeremiah 
Connor, sheriff of St. Louis. The purchaser was Alexander McNair, 
the future first Governor of the State of Missouri. McNair held the 
property a little over a month, conveying it on August 13 of the same 
year, for some unknown consideration, to Jeremiah Connor himself. 
Meanwhile Esther had been advised that her transfer of the arpent 
to Clamorgan in 1794 was null and void. On the ground, therefore, 
that she was still legal owner of the property, she made over her 
rights and title to the same to William C. Carr, June 15, 1809. Finally, 
April 28, 1812, Carr sold the property for six hundred dollars to 
Jeremiah Connor, who thus stood possessed of the forty-arpent strip 
by a double title derived from Esther through Clamorgan and from 
Esther through Carr.17 

Though Dodier’s deed to Esther describes the tract as having a 
frontage of only a single arpent, it actually measured three hundred 
and eighty feet from north to south which would give it a frontage, 
according to the U. S. Government survey of the period, of about two 
arpents, taking the latter unit as a linear measurement equivalent to 
one hundred and ninety-two and a half English feet.1* The arpent 
of Esther’s deed was accordingly a double arpent of three hundred 
and eighty feet, and hence Connor’s property was usually described 
as made up of two forty-arpent strips or lots. Beginning at Third 
Street it ran west to Jefferson Avenue, a distance of a mile and a half 
between the property of Maj. William Christy on the north and that 
of Judge J. B. C. Lucas on the south. Sometime before 1820 these 
enterprising citizens laid out their suburban tracts into so-called addi- 
tions to St. Louis and Connor did the same with his forty-arpent 
strip. Through the centre of the property he laid out a street, eighty 
feet wide, which he relinquished to the public without consideration, 
thus leaving to himself only one hundred and fifty feet on either side. 
The eighty-foot street, named Washington Avenue sometime between 
1820 and 1828, was destined to become the most important business 
thoroughfare of St. Louis. The name of Jeremiah Connor, its donor, 
may well be assured a place of distinction in the annals of the city.?® 

In Connor’s bond of conveyance to Bishop Du Bourg, March 8, 
1820, of two squares lying north and south of Washington Avenue 
between Ninth and Tenth Streets he intimates his intention to procure 
for the Bishop from William Christy a deed in fee simple to fractional 
pieces in Maj. Christy’s addition so as to complete two whole squares 
on the north side of Washington Avenue. Accordingly, on June 2, 
1820, Christy conveyed to Bishop Du Bourg for seven hundred dollars 
the part of the square between Ninth and Tenth Streets, 75 feet by 
270, bounded by Connor’s line and Green Street. Moreover, on 
November 15, 1822, Christy also conveyed to the Bishop, for eight 


17 Abstract of title of College Lot in St. Louis University Archives. 

18 Hyde and Conard, Encyclopedia of the History of St. Louis, 3:1880, arti- 
cle, “Real Estate in St. Louis,” by Festus Wade. 

19 Billon, Annals of St. Louis in its Territorial Days, p. 195. 
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hundred dollars, the part of the square between Tenth and Eleventh 
Streets, 75 feet by 270. Again, on September 5, 1820, Jeremiah Connor 
sold to the Bishop for $1000, the western half of the square between 
Eighth and Ninth Streets on the north side of Washington Avenue. 
Finally, on October 15, 1821, Connor transferred to the Bishop for 
$2000, Ist the whole square in his addition between Tenth and 
Eleventh Streets with the privilege of Tenth Street, and between 
Washington Avenue and Christy’s line — and 2nd the eastern half of 
the square between Eighth and Ninth Streets, north of Washington 
Avenue. Bishop Du Bourg, as a consequence of these purchases, now 
owned the two squares between Tenth and Eleventh Streets limited 
by Christy’s line, besides holding for educational purposes Connor’s 
original donation of two squares lying respectively north and south 
of Washington Avenue between Ninth and Tenth Streets. 


III 


Early in May, 1826, Bishop Du Bourg visited St. Louis on his 
way to Europe, whither he was believed to be called by important 
business affairs connected with his diocese. As a matter of fact, he 
was going abroad for the purpose of laying his resignation before the 
Holy See. He imparted, however, to no one, not even to Bishop 
Rosati, his intention of resigning his episcopal charge in America, 
deeming it no doubt more prudent in the unsettled state of the diocese 
to observe absolute secrecy regarding the step he was about to take. 
In a letter addressed to the Ami de la Religion of Paris shortly after 
his arrival in France, after declaring that his resignation was not due 
to reasons of health, he writes: 

“The motives, then, of my resignation are of a higher order; and they 
were presented to the Holy See, to which they appeared so just, that his Holi- 
ness the Pope did not hesitate a moment, when they were submitted to him, to 
dissolve the sacred ties that bound me to that important but laborious mission. 
But in ceasing to be the head of it, I have not ceased to feel the most tender 
solicitude for it. What do I say? It is that solicitude which forced me to leave 
it, inasmuch that on the one hand it was evident my presence there would be 
more prejudicial than useful, and, on the other hand, I did flatter myself to be 
able from Europe to render that mission more important services.” ” 

During the few days that Bishop Du Bourg remained in St. Louis 
he endeavored to dispatch some business matters of importance, 
among them the tangled question of the college property. Unable for 
lack of time to visit Florissant, he wrote twice from the city to Father 
Van Quickenborne, reporting to him the results of a conference he 
had had with Col. Luke Lawless, a distinguished member of the St. 
Louis bar.**. The bishop on reaching St. Louis was surprised to find 


2° Clarke, Lives of the Deceased Bishops of the Catholic Church in the 
United States, 1:235. Catholic Historical Review, 3:173, art. Rosati’s Elevation 
to the See of St. Louis by Rev. C. L. Souvay, C.M. 


21 The Hon. Luke E. Lawless, Judge of the Circuit Court, was a native of 
Ireland, having come to the United States after the Irish rebellion of 1708 in 
which he was implicated. He was Thomas Benton’s second in the duel in which 
Benton killed Charles Lucas, son of Judge J. B. C. Lucas. Interesting references 
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that one of the two Connor squares donated for college purposes in 
1820 had been sold to meet a judgment against the property and that 
possession of the other was now in jeopardy. Taking counsel with 
Col. Lawless he was advised to have the remaining square, which lay 
north of Washington Avenue, between Ninth and Tenth Streets, and 
had come to be known as the College Lot, sold by order of the court 
and with this end in view, Lawless obtained a judgment against the 
Connor estate of a hundred dollars. Father Van Quickenborne was 
thereupon to buy the property in his own name in the expectation 
that no one would outbid him, as the danger of running into a law- 
suit would preclude interference from other parties.”? 

Bishop Du Bourg left St. Louis for Louisville on the steamer 
Ocean Wave, May 10, 1826. The day of his departure he penned a 
brief note to Father Van Quickenborne at Florissant. “Just one word 
of remembrance, my dear Father. Msgr. Rosati will tell you the rest. 
You will see how much I am taken up with your affairs. I wish you 
to acquiesce in everything he may ask of you on behalf of St. Louis 
and religion. Circumstances demand that you make some sacrifice, 
I will on my part do all I possibly can for you.” Again, writing from 
Louisville, May 15, 1826, to Father Saulnier in St. Louis, the Bishop 
adds in a postscript: 


“Tell Father Van Quickenborne to write to me often and in detail, if he 
wishes me to work effectively for him in Europe.” * 


From Cincinnati, Pittsburg, and finally from Havre at the end 
of his transatlantic voyage, he dispatched letters to Father Dziero- 
zynski, the Jesuit Superior of Maryland. He wrote from Cincinnati: 


“The important interests of my diocese call me to Rome. Among them is 
your dear Society. I hope to make a number of arrangements with a view to 
extend its means of usefulness. It would give me great pleasure to be made 
the bearer of a letter from you to your Rev. Fr. General. Finding myself unable 
to solicit in person, I ask you to address it to me at Bordeaux. I come from 
St. Louis and Florissant. Your Fathers and Brothers there have quite sur- 
passed all my expectations. There is nothing I am not ready to do to second 
the zeal and devotion of such cooperators. I hope that God will bless my efforts. 
Pray that He may do so.” ™ 


to Lawless’ career in St. Louis will be found in John F. Darby’s Personal Recol- 
lections, St. Louis, 1880. “Ne manquez pas de voir de temps en temps le Col. 
Lawless. C’est un homme a ménager et dont vous feriez aisément un ami utile 
A votre établissement et a celui de nos Dames. Lui et sa femme et la mére de 
celle-ci m’ont témoigné le plus grand désir d’aller visiter ces deux maisons. 
Faites leur tout voir. Le Col. peut vous servir 4 Washington et en beaucoup 
d’autres occasions.” Du Bourg 4 Van Quickenborne. May 10, 1826. 

22 Connor’s bond of conveyance of 1820 was not put on record until July 
22, 1824. This delay of four years, during which Connor died, may have caused 
the loss of the forfeited square. 

23 Du Bourg 4 Van Quickenborne, May 10, 1826; Du Bourg a Saulnier, 
May 15, 1826. 

24 Du Bourg a Dzierozynski, Cincinnati, May 18, 1826; Pittsburg, May 24, 
1826; Havre, July 2, 1826. With his Havre letter Du Bourg sends a letter which 
Father Van Quickenborne had entrusted to him for Father Dzierozynski and 
which, “in festinatione itineris” he forgot to post from Wheeling or Pittsburg. 
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The plan proposed by Col. Lawless for saving the College Lot 
does not appear to have succeeded, if indeed it was ever tried. Tell 
him [Father Van Quickenborne],” Bishop Du Bourg had advised 
Father Saulnier from Louisville five days after his departure from 
St. Louis, “to see Col. Lawless so as to press the sale of the property 
called College Lot. I have written to him. If he does not see the 
matter clearly, the Colonel will explain it to him,” * 

Within a year after the Bishop’s withdrawal from his diocese, 
Jeremiah Connor’s entire estate came under the sheriff’s hammer, 
March 21, 1827. Robert Simpson, sheriff of St. Louis, announced his 
intention to sell the property of Jeremiah Connor, deceased, viz.: “a 
tract of two arpents front eastwardly 40 feet, bounded south by the 
St. Charles road, west by land of John O’Fallon, north by William 
Christy and east by Third street, to be sold for cash on Thursday, 
12th of April between the hours of nine and five to satisfy etc.” The 
purchaser on this occasion was Col. John O’Fallon, who by sherift’s 
deed, dated April 16, 1827, acquired possession of the Connor Estate. 
On April 28th of the same year, O’Fallon, now owner of the College 
Lot, sold it for $210 to Jesse G. Lindell.22 As a consequence, this 
property, Jeremiah Connor’s gift to Catholic education in St. Louis, 
seemed to have been diverted forever from its intended use. “I regret 
exceedingly the College Lot,’ wrote Bishop Du Bourg from his 
episcopal see of Montauban in France to Father Van Quickenborne, 
January 26, 1828, “not for its own sake but because of the importance 
I attach to your having an establishment in St. Louis. Try by all 
means to secure a site as central and as spacious as possible.” 27 


Scarcely a year had passed since Jeremiah Connor’s estate had 
been disposed of at public auction, when Father Van Quickenborne, 
by an exchange sale with Jesse Lindell, owner of the College Lot, 
was at length enabled to recover that property and reserve it for its 
original use. The lot had a frontage of 270 feet on Washington 
Avenue, running from Ninth to the east line of Tenth Street. As at- 
torney for Bishop Du Bourg, Father Van Quickenborne now con- 
veyed to Lindell in exchange tor the lot the same number of feet on 
Washington Avenue, but in two sections, one section of 115 feet being 
the unsold portion of the Bishop’s square between Eighth and Ninth 
Streets, and another section of 115 feet, being the portion limited by 


25 Du Bourg a Saulnier, May 15, 1826. 


26 Abstract of title of College Lot in St. Louis University Archives. On 
May 28, 1849, Col. John O’Fallon gave a quit claim deed to St. Louis University 
for any interest he might have had in the University property on Washington 
Avenue, The Colonel’s one-time ownership of the College Lot together with the 
fact of a quit-claim having been issued by him in connection with it probably 
gave rise to the erroneous statement to be met with in some authorities that he 


and not Jeremiah Connor was the donor of the Coll 1 
the City of St. Louis, art. “John O’Fallon.” ee ae ae eee ee 


27 Du Bourg a Van Quickenborne, January 26, 1828. 
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Eleventh Street of the Bishop's square between Tenth and Eleventh 
Streets, 

__ To Father Dzierozynski, Father Van Quickenborne now reported 
with someting of elation this final adjustment of the question of the 
College Lot, quickly dropping from Latin, in which he begins his 
letter, into English. “In Sti Ludovici obtinui College Lot. The agree- 
ment is written and signed by both parties, Mr. Lindell and myself. 
The title will be delivered next week and then I, as agent of Bishop 
Du Bourg, and conformably to his private directions will make the 
deed to your Reverence. I pay nothing but give the same quantity of 
land to Mr. Lindell and that quantity I take from lots belonging to 
Bishop Du Bourg, but placed at my disposal. Your Reverence will 
find a sketch on the back of a piece of paper. When I was at the 
Barrens two years ago, Bishop Rosati told me that in case he should 
be titular bishop of St. Louis, he would be glad that we should have 
on that College Lot, a college with a parochial church. When he was 
here, he adhered to the same resolution. I wish from my heart we 
had it and you have only to say have it.” ?° 


dV, 


The beginnings of St. Louis University as a Jesuit institution 
may perhaps be dated from the period at which white students were 
first received into the Seminary at Florissant. As early as the second 
half of 1825, Father Van Quickenborne had four white boys in resi- 
dence there, two of the number receiving board and lodging free in 
consideration of domestic services rendered to the house and two pay- 
ing each fifty doilars a year.*° It seems to have been the Superior’s 
purpose in the beginning to receive only such youths as gave promise 
of a religious vocation, for thus in his sanguine way did he hope to 
solve the vexed problem of recruiting the novitiate. Subsequently, 
however, the white students as a body could scarcely have been ad- 
mitted with any such end in view and their presence in the Seminary 
constituted for all practical purposes an Academy of a rather crude 
character, conducted side by side with the Government Indian school.** 
Father De Theux, shortly after his arrival at Florissant, in October, 
1825, gave it as his opinion that no more white pupils ought to be 
received ; and indeed, with an Indian school on their hands, theological 


28 Abstract of title of College Lot. The deed of transfer of the College Lot 
from Lindell to Van Quickenborne is dated Aug. 29, 1828. “Our house is very well 
built and they say it is one of the most imposing edifices in St. Louis. For its 
foundation your Lordship gave me all the land belonging to you in Connor’s 
addition to St. Louis.” Van Quickenborne 4 Du Bourg, November 20, 1829. Amn. 
Prop., 1831, p. 590. 

29 Yan Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Feb. 12, 1828. Van Quickenborne’s 
certificate of power of attorney for Bishop Du Bourg is dated May 6, 1826. 

39 Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Dec. 19, 1825. 

81 A school for Indian boys, under the name St. Regis Seminary, was opened 
at Florissant by Father Van Quickenborne, May 11, 1824 and maintained until 
1832. See Catholic Historical Review, January 1919, pp. 452-470. 
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studies to get up and the painfully cramped accommodations of the 
log building to hamper them, it is difficult to conceive how the young 
men of the community were in a position to give anything like fre- 
quent or systematic instruction to the handful of white boys that 
registered. Pending the opening of the new college at St. Louis, a 
more than ordinary number of students registered at the Florissant 
Seminary during the session 1828-1829. Of the eight in residence 
there in November, 1828, all were being paid for by their parents or 
guardians at the rate of one hundred dollars a year.** 


In the summer of 1828 iather Van Quickenborne took definitely 
in hand the long-contemplated project of a college in St. Louis. A 
statement which he made to Father Dzierozynski enters into the rea- 
sons that led him to this important decision. 


1. Several years ago I stated to your Reverence as also to our Rev. Father 
General the reasons why we should have a college in St. Louis. Father General 
approved of them by allowing me to buy 1000 acres for the future support of 
Ours in St. Louis. 

2. Your Reverence when here was willing to receive the deeds of the lots 
left by the Bishop for a college. Of course you were willing to assume the 
obligation of opening a college when convenient. 

3. Some months after your Reverence leaving here, all the consultors 
thought it advisable to secure a college in St. Louis and were of opinion that 
except that were done soon, we would be kept out cf it forever. They deemed 
an establishment there almost of absolute necessity; because when a religious 
body has in a country the worst and most difficult posts, the poorest and least 
populated places, its members are apt to become discouraged, disgusted. No 
candidates almost will offer for such places and almost none of talents. Hence, 
the members of the body would seek for changes and the body deprived of the 
possibility of propagating itself, yea of maintaining itself. At that time I wrote 
to your Reverence about it. Your Reverence answered: “For the present finish 
the third year of probation. We shall return to your inquiry later.’ 


4. Many complaints were made to me by the inhabitants of St. Louis about 
not having a single Catholic school and many solicitations I received to open 
a school with promise of a liberal support. These complaints and solicitations 
were also made to the Bishop this summer. whilst he was in St. Louis. He saw 
a numerous and promising youth abandoned to Protestant masters, several of 
whom made their pupils learn by heart the Protestant catechism. The Bishop 
answered that he would endeavor to open a school and with that view sent a 
Rev. Mr. Dusaussois: but still his Lordship told me that he would stick to his 
word given to me about the college and church. He wanted our resolution which 
I could not give. Again, all the consultors, I may say, urged the matter with 
me; I wrote to your Reverence stating how it was now the time to say yes or 
no, stating how it could be done, what persons could be employed; that provided 
we made known to the public our determination to open a college, we would raise 
a subscription and have the building completed this winter to begin at the end 
of our 3rd year, observing at the same time that the plan required that some 
of Ours should go occasionally to St. Louis. 


82 These figures are found in a financial report of Father Van Quicken- 
borne for 1828. The register of white students at Florissant for the session 
1828-1829 contains sixteen names: William Boilvin, Francis Bosseron, Du hil 
Cabanné, Francis Cabanné, Julius Cabanné,. Charles Capdeville, Charles Cadet 
CNet Halyacd tanger Christy, Julius Clark, Paul Etienne Fre- 
mont De Bouffay, omas Forsyth, Bryan 
Papin, Edward Paul, John Shaaan hacia IEE CIS 
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5. Your Reveretice in answer to this letter says: “In nomine Domini finish 
the third probation on the feast of St. Ignatius. Let your Reverence make out 
the appointments for Florissant for the coming year; only let me know to what 
office and where each one is assigned.” At the first reading of this answer, I 
had no doubt in my mind but your Reverence wanted me to begin at St. Louis: 
for what other reason, finish the third year before its time? I had proposed 
the disposition of offices arid persons to your Reverence; for what purpose 
leave it to me but to signify that your Reverence approved it, by saying quid 
offici et ubi, indicating several places. Your Reverence sees us eager and in 
good earnest asking permission to begin at St. Louis and grants power to place 
in any office and where I shall think proper; how could St. Louis be excluded, 
since particular mention was made of it in our demand? and could your Rev- 
erence think that we should not begin, if your Reverence left it to us to place 
where we should think proper? If St. Louis is to be excluded, this should have 
been explicitly mentioned. When I wrote to your Reverence last, I had doubts 
for this only reason, that I should not assume any power unless it were evident- 
ly given me. But the Consultors answer that nothing more explicit could be 
said and that if a Superior could not proceed upon such answers, there could 
be no longer any safe transmission of business by letters. Only Fr. De Theux 
had some doubts.” 83% 

Your Reverence sees that we must now go on. I have a beautiful square 
270 it. by 215 ft. belonging to me of which I shall send the deed to your Rev- 
erence. The Bishop must and does approve it; I have no doubt but a tine church 
will be built also for us in process of time. Mr. Saulnier, Dusossois, Loisel, 
priests at St. Louis, also approve it. The people demand it and are willing to 
subscribe for the building. They highly cry for a church where sermons in 
English are preached. The French want the present church for themselves. The 
Bishop is willing, i. e. has given me his word that not only is he pleased that 
we should have a church but also a parochial school for the Americans. The 
Bishop has waited now for two years. If we do not do it, the people will ex- 
pect it from him and he should and would do it. St. Louis (that is, an establish- 
ment there) is necessary for our Indian mission. 1. There we can easily and 
with all possible advantage see and treat with the chiefs of every nation. 2. 
There we can easily know every event of importance concerning affairs con- 
nected with the Indian mission. 3. There reside the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs and all the agents and traders whose good will we must cultivate. 
4. There we must transact most all our affairs to begin, continue and support 
our establishment in the Indian country. 5. By opening a free school we oblige 
those very men whose assistance in the Indian country we want and gain a good 
share of popularity. 6. St. Louis’ fate is decided as to its becoming a large and 
very important city in the West. From this place we may expect a succession, 
as the classical education of a child will not be expensive to the parent and as 
there are many families truly pious who would be glad to see their children 
embracing a religious life. 7. The choice of a proper place for our establish- 
ment is of the highest importance. About St. Louis being the proper place there 
can be no doubt, and the time of making the choice is now and precisely and 
only now. 

As to the means of supporting Ours, let me, Rev. Superior, bring to your 
recollection the poor state in which we came out. Great improvements we are 
making on our farm in conformity with (not further than) your Reverence’s 
instructions and when they will be finished, I will give an accurate account of 
them. We have a fine new church in St. Charles, a fine house, the whole worth 
$10,000 and with no debts. Ours in St. Louis will be supported in the following 
way: From our farm which will be fully competent to support eight persons 
in St. Louis and twelve novices in Florissant; moreover, forty Indian boys; 
for their support we have received and will receive from the charity of the 
faithful whatever is necessary. Having a negro family there, the produce of our 
farm will sell much higher, as we would be enabled to attend market to our 
advantage. Our farm has given now a surplus of $1000 yearly, and we hope 


83 Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Sept. 1, 1828. 
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that it will continue to do so and that the Almighty will not diminish his lib- 
erality. We have now a very fine and large crop of corn, wheat and potatoes. 

Twelve boarders could be and I dare say almost should be kept, paying for 
board and tuition $100. This would put us on the advance and help towards 
paying for the future church. This once built, the pew-rent would give from 
four to five hundred dollars a year. ‘The intentions of Masses and alms which 
we get now regularly from St. Louis and which amount to $120 a year would 
surely not be diminished. } ‘ 

At present two Fathers would do at St. Louis to begin and two would re- 
main for the Indian mission. I would place at St. Louis Frs. Verhaegen, Elet 
and De Smet with Rev. Fr. De Theux, whom, however, I would not fix at St. 
Louis; in my absence among the Indians, he should be at Florissant. At any 
rate I would not fix more than two Fathers to teach at the college so as to 
have one or two to spare for emergencies. Some offer for lay brothers who 
seem to be pretty well calculated to teach after their noviceship, spelling, read- 
ing, writing, arithmetic, and! in that case we would gain a father. The main 
point will be to have one who would give a reputation to the college, would 
maintain strict religious discipline among Ours and have things in the school 
go on with great regularity. Of the two, Frs. De Theux and Verhaegen, I 
would give the preference to Fr. Verhaegen. For my part, if I cannot go to 
the Indians, I would be very willing and satisfied to teach for the remainder of 
my days a grammar class.” 34 

September 1, 1828, Father Van Quickenborne announced to 
Bishop Rosati his intention of opening a college in St. Louis: 

“Tn response to your solicitations as well as those of Msgr. Du Bourg, we 
have decided to do the same thing here, namely, to open as soon as possible a 
college in which day-scholars will be taught free of charge. I have made an 
exchange for the College Lot, donated by Mr. Connor and it is there that I 
propose to erect a building such as the subscriptions will allow. By order of 
our Superior the 3d year of probation came to an end on the feast of St. Igna- 
tius, so that now we are entirely free.” 35 

The people of St. Louis had promised Father Van Quickenborne 
to aid him in the building of the new college, and it was chiefly his 
reliance on such promise that determined him to go ahead. He was 
not to be disappointed. By the middle of November, 1828, the sub- 
scriptions amounted to $3049, about one-half of the calculated cost 
of the structure. Before that date the contracts had been given out. 
The building 50x 40 feet, and three stories in height above the base- 
ment, was to stand on the College Lot, “the place I showed your 
Reverence,” Father Van Quickenborne informed Father Dzierozynski, 
‘in the opinion of the inhabitants, no more suitable spot for a college.” 
Everything, except flooring and plastering was to be done for $4300, 
and the building was to be delivered August 1, 1829.36 


? ce Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, undated, but belonging to the fall 
of 1828. 


85 Van Quickenborne a Rosati, Sept. 1, 1828. 


88 Van Quickenborne ad Dzierozynski, Nov. 17, 1828. “The list of subscribers 
has unfortunately been lost—but the names of Pierre Chouteau Sr., Bernard 
Pratte, Maj. Thomas Biddle, John Mullanphy and Col. John O’Fallon were after- 
wards mentioned as having contributed most generously.” (Ms. memorandum). 
An incident connected with Father Van Quickenborne’s efforts to collect money 
for the new college is told by Thomas F. Darby, Mayor of St. Louis during the 
years 1835-37, in his Personal Recollections, p. 288. “A dinner party was given 
by Maj. Thomas Biddle, at which I had the honor of being a guest. The dinner 
was over and the company were sitting at the table in pleasant conversation, 

e 
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It was at this juncture, while preparations were being made to 
open the new St. Louis College, that the name of Senator Benton 
appears for the first time in connection with that institution. When 
Bishop Flaget visited St. Louis in 1817, Thomas Hart Benton was 
among the citizens to welcome him on the occasion. Twelve years 
later he became interested in the projected Jesuit College in St. Louis, 
as we learn from a communication, dated August 22, 1829, of Father 
Van Quickenborne to his Superior: “Col. Benton, our Senator, of his 
own motion has offered his services to me to petition Congress to 
allow our College in St. Louis, 48,000 acres of land which is called a 
whole township. He says he will get them. General Clarke tells me 
the same. The land would have to be sold and the product of the 
sales would be applied to the College. The fund so raised would have 
to be managed by a Board of Trustees, but the Colonel assured me that 
these could be taken exclusively from among ourselves and the peti- 
tion we would have to carry to the inhabitants to put their names to, 
which they would do. All the Consultors are in favor of it. I do not 
know what to say, but an answer must be returned to Col. Benton. 
Please do not lose time.” 5” 

Writing from Georgetown College not quite three weeks later, 
Father Dzierozynski signified his approval of Senator Benton’s plan 
on the ground that “whether it succeeds or not, we run no risk.” At 
the same time certain directions were furnished Father Van Quicken- 
borne for negotiating the affair, the Superior being insistent that the 
petition, if presented at all to Congress, should be presented in the 
name of Senator Benton and the signers of the petition, and not in 
the name of the Jesuit proprietors of the college.** In November, 1829, 
Father Van-Quickenhborne sought an interview with the Senator at 
his residence in St. Louis, but did not find him at home. Benton had 
requested him to obtain signatures to the petition from the French 
residents of St. Louis, Florissant and other towns in the locality, 
while he himself engaged to secure names in the “township,” as 
Father Van Quickenborne expresses it, though the significance of 
the term is not clear.*® Almost a year later, the whole affair was drop- 


when a servant announced to Maj. Biddle that a gentleman in the parlor desired 
to see him. The major desired the company to keep their seats and excused 
himself for a moment, and soon returned to the table, bringing with him Father 
Van Quickenborne, who was introduced to the company and took his seat at 
the table. The reverend father soon made known his business, which was that 
of asking subscriptions to build the “college” as it was first called. He promised 
that any gentleman who subscribed should not called upon for the amount of 
his subscription until the proposed edifice should have reached the second story. 
Some gentlemen good-humoredly remarked, ‘On these terms we can all sub- 
scribe, for I think it doubtful whether the proposed structure will ever reach 
that height.’ The gentlemen all laughed, the reverend solicitor of funds joining 
in, and presently said that he would very readily take the subscriptions on those 
conditions.” 

37 Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Aug. 22, 1829. 

88 Dzierozynski ad Van Quickenborne, Sept. 9, 1829. 

39 Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Nov. 13, 1829. 
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ped and nothing further is heard of it until some years later when it 
was brought to a vote in the United States Senate and definitely 


shelved.*° Pan 
Meanwhile, work on the new building had proceeded far enough 


to permit the housing of the students. Accordingly, on November 2, 
1829, the College was formally opened with an_ enrollment of ten 
boarders and thirty externs or day-scholars. Within a few weeks 
the boarders increased to thirty and the day-scholars to one hundred 
and twenty, or one hundred and fifty students in all. With an un- 
finished building and a cramped, inadequate one at that, many dis- 
comforts were encountered in the beginning. For the first few months 
the faculty and student-body dined in a common refectory and as late 
as February 27, 1830, on which day Peter Poursine, the first student 
from Louisiana, entered the College, communication between the dif- 
ferent floors was made by ladders.** 

At the head of the institution, when it opened its doors, was 
Father Peter Verhaegen, whose learning, administrative capacity and 
social gifts eminently fitted him for the position. As a matter of fact, 
however, the institution was virtually under the management of 
Father Van Quickenborne himself; for, as he publicly explained to 
the assembled faculty, he had appointed Father Verhaegen neither 
Rector nor President, but merely his representative to preside over 
the college until the Maryland Superior should have made a perma- 


40 On September 1, 1835, the trustees of St. Louis University in meeting 
assembled resolved to petition the United States Government through Senator 
Benton for a grant of land as a means of placing the school on a secure financial 
basis. No petition, so it seems, was submitted to the citizens of St. Louis on 
this occasion, as had been done five years before. On December 8, 1836, Mr. 
Benton introduced on leave in the United States Senate, it being the second 
session of the 24th Congress, the following bill, to wit: a bill to construct certain 
fortifications; a bill for the relief of the heirs of General W. M. Eaton; a bill 
to provide for the construction of a western armory and arsenal; a bill making 
a grant of land to the University of St. Louis. All of these were read a first 
time and ordered to a second reading. Among the bills read a second time and 
referred to appropriate committees, December 15, 1836, was the one granting a 
township of land to the “French University of St. Louis.” The bill was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, the chairman of which was Senator Walker 
of Mississippi. Senator Walker first reported it without amendment on January 
30, 1837, and about a year later, January 18, 1838, again reported it, this time 
unfavorably. Despite the unfavorable report of the committee the bill was taken 
up for debate in the Senate on Tuesday, June 5, 1838. An abstract of the 
debate may be found in Blair and Rives’ Register of Congressional proceedings, 
the forerunner of the Congressional Record. When Senator Clay of Alabama, 
who was particularly insistent in his opposition to the bill, at length called. for 
the yeas and nays on the definite postponement of the discussion, there were 
twenty-five yeas and fourteen nays; in other words, almost two-thirds of the 
Senators voted that further discussion of the question be put of to an indefinite 
period, thus practically shelving Senator Benton’s bill. John Calhoun of South 
Carolina and Henry Clay of Kentucky were among the senators that showed 
themselves unfriendly to the bill, while Daniel Webster, perhaps with pleasant 
recollections of his welcome at St. Louis University the year before still fresh 
in _ Oey, cast HE in its favor. . 

ul, fd1storical Sketch of the St. Louis University, p. 41. “ 
November 4th. Have 11 boarders and 30 day-scholars, io ee a 5 bee for 
fuel and servants.” Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Nov. 13, 1829. 
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nent appointment. Father Van Quickenborne thought it a more 
prudent course to retain for a while control over the institution which 
he had set on foot, for there were creditors to be paid and these might 
at any moment urge the payment of their claims and thus jeopardize 
the very existence of the infant college. He accordingly travelled 
once a week from his residence in Florissant to St. Louis, there to 
confer with his official advisers on the affairs of the college. Father 
Elet was named procurator or treasurer. “Still,” Father Van Quicken- 
borne wrote, “since there is no one else to act as Prefect of the boys 
and since the two offices are incompatible, I would take upon myself 
all the external duties of Procurator and even the keeping of the 
books.” Father Peter Walsh, who had entered the Society in Mary- 
land and had been promised to Father Van Quickenborne two or 
three years before the opening of the college, was made Prefect of 
Studies, and, besides, gave instruction in English, Geography and 
History. Father De Theux, as Minister, was in charge of the domes- 
tic affairs of the establishment; he was, moreover, Professor of 
French and Spiritual Director of the students. The lay brothers John 
O’Connor, Thomas Yates and George Fitzgerald were assigned to 
various domestic duties. Brother Yates afterward conducted an 
English class with much success. The services of three boys were 
also employed, Beauchemin, an orphan, as sacristan, Charles Tayon as 
porter, and a third as an assistant in the dormitory. “Three excellent 
boys,” Father Van Quickenborne describes them. [Tinally, two negro 
slaves transferred from the Florissant farm, Ned and Thomas,. were 
employed, the first as cook and the second, whom Father Quicken- 
borne calls “an intelligent and trustworthy negro,” as buyer and boss 
of the hired. help.*? 

A staff of four professors at the most was not a very numer- 
ous one with which to man a college. Father Van Quickenborne 
realized this from the beginning and before the publication of the 
prospectus was for opening a grammar school only without any 
announcement being made of a classical course. But he deferred to 
the judgment of his advisers, who were agreed that the institution, 
at its outset, should come before the public as a college offering the 
traditional classical course. In the event, however, St. Louis College 
during the sesion 1829-1830 hardly rose to the level of a well-equipped 
Grammar school. Latin was not taught at all. There were in reality 
but two classes, Higher and Lower English. Higher English, taught 
by Father Walsh, was open to boys who had learned to read and 
could study grammar. Lower English, taught by Father Verhaegen, 
was for those who, as Father Van Quickenborne himself expressed 
it, “have never studied English grammar, are learning their A B C 
and reading.” Among the text-books used during the first session 
were Webster’s Spelling Book, Murray’s English Reader, Murray’s 
Small Grammar, Murray’s Large Grammar, Pike’s Arithmetic, Hut- 
ton’s Mathematics, Smiley’s Geography, Reeve’s History of the Bible, 
Goldsmith’s Greece and Rome, and Levizac’s French Grammar.” 


42 Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Nov. 13, 1820. 
48 Van Quickenborne to Dzierozynski, Nov. 13, 1829. 
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Latin was first taught in the session 1830-1831 and Greek in the 
session 1831-1832. Father De Theux was the pioneer professor of 
Latin and, though proclaimed Superior of the Missouri Mission in 
February, 1831, continued to teach his class until the end of the ses- 
sion. He was superseded in October, 1831, by Father Van Quicken- 
borne. “I thank you for the Greek books,” wrote Father De Theux 
to his mother, the Countess De Theux of Liege in Belgium. “They 
will begin to teach this branch in St. Louis College at Easter or the 
following October [1832]. Father Van Quickenborne replaces me at 
St. Louis in Latin. After such an active life as he has led since his 
coming to America, it is astonishing to see how well this employment 
agrees with him. He has a good class of almost fifteen. Last year 
1 sometimes had only two or three pupils.” 

A visit of Father Van De Velde, attached to the College since 
October of the preceding year, which he made to the South in the 
beginning of 1832 in the interests of the institution, resulted in a 
notable increase of boarders from the states along the Mississippi, 
especially Louisiana. The number of day-scholars, however, at the 
opening of the session 1832-1833 fell away from its previous level, 
a condition due to the fact that other day schools had been opened in 
St. Louis and also to the circumstance that the course of instruction 
at the University was arranged chiefly in the interests of the boarders. 
The original building had been found inadequate from the first days 
of the institution and additions to it were soon made. An east wing, 
40 x 40, was begun in the spring of 1832; and a west wing, 42 x 40, 
was constructed in the summer of 1833. 


By the end of 1834 the success of the institution was assured. 
“You are not unacquainted,” Father Verhaegen, President of the 
College during the period 1831-1836, wrote to a Jesuit friend in the 
East, “with the severe trials we experienced here and certain it is 
that they have been the means used by Providence to crown our la- 
bors with a success which five years ago we did not anticipate... .. 
Before next April we shall have our full number, one hundred and 
fifty boarders. This is the ne plus ultra. Our buildings cannot accom- 
modate more.” #4 

Meantime, St. Louis College by act of the Missouri Legislature, 
dated December 28, 1832, had been raised to University rank, with 
power to confer both graduate and undergraduate degrees. Depart- 
ments of professional study were subsequently opened; Medicine in 
1836, Divinity in 1837 and Law in 1843. The modest educational 
scheme conceived in the minds of Father Van Quickenborne and his 
Jesuit associates in the twenties has since developed into a many- 
sided and elaborately organized centre of instruction in the arts and 
sciences that has touched the life of St. Louis at a hundred points, 
shaped the destiny of thousands of her citizens and, all in all, been 
an influence of the first order in the upbuilding of the great metropolis 
of the Southwest. GILBERT J. GARRAGHAN, S.J. 


44 Verhaegen to McSherry, Dec. 27, 1834. 


REV. JOHN FRANCIS REGIS 
LOISEL. 


The priests of the pioneer days in Upper Louisiana were foreign- 
_ ers from France, Italy, Flanders and Germany; they left comfortable 
surroundings to keep alive the weak sparks of faith in the motley 
population of Catholic traders, trappers, hunters, explorers and land 
speculators. 

The first native priest of Upper Louisiana was Henri Pratte, born 
at Ste. Genevieve Jan. 19, 1788 and ordained at Montreal in 1815; he 
ae as parish priest of Ste. Genevieve on Sept. 1, 1822, only 34 years 
old. 

The second native priest was Jos. Paquin, C.M., born at Florissant 
Dec. 4, 1799, and ordained priest at the Barrens, Sept. 23, 1826. He 
died of yellow fever, three days after his arrival, at Galveston, Texas, 
Aug. 13, 1844. 

The first priest who was a native of the city of St. Louis, is John 
Francis Regis Loisel, born in the city block between Green and Morgan, 
Main and 2d Sts., March 24, 1805.1. His father was the merchant (fur 
trader) Regis Loisel,? who died at New Orleans in Oct. 1804. J. F. R. 


1 This date is ascertained by the Baptismal Register of the Old Cathedral 
of St. Louis. As no priest came to St. Louis for more than a year after the de- 
parture of Father Janin (1804), John Francis Regis Loisel was baptized only on 
May 22, 1806, by Father Maxweli. The sponsors were Auguste Chouteau and 
Julie Cerré, wife of Antoine Soulard. 

2 His Christian name sometimes is written “Registre.” To the Creoles the 
word “registre,” negligently pronounced “regis,’ was well known, whilst they 
never had heard of St. John Francis Regis. — He was born in the parish of 
Assumption, Lower Canada, son of Registre Loisel and Manette Massin. He 
came to St. Louis in 1793, and on May 7, 1800, was married to Helene, daughter 
of Jacques Chauvin and Marie Louise Taillon. Their children were: 1) Josephine, 
born r80r and married to Hippolyte Papin; 2) Clementine, born 1803 and mar- 
ried to Silvestre Papin; 3) Regis jr., the subject of this sketch. (Billon, Annals 
of St. Louis, I, 465). Regis Loisel, sr., erected a four bastioned trading house 
on an island of the upper Missouri, at a place which became known as Fort aux 
Cedres. He received from the Spanish government a grant of 150,000 arpens 
at that point, a grant he afterwards assigned to the wily Clamorgan, the director 
of the Spanish Commercial Company. This grant was never confirmed. (Houck, 
History of Missouri, II, 252). Loisel was well acquainted with the central region, 
its rivers and tribes; he wrote a memorial on the boundary of Louisiana on the 
upper Missouri and Mississippi under the Cession (Louisiana Purchase), dated 
from “San Luis de Ylinoa, 28 May 1804.” (Houck, Spanish Regime, IJ, 359). 
Loisel was a staunch partisan of the Spanish Régime and very much opposed to 
the new American rule on the Western bank of the Mississippi. The Marquis 
of Casa-Calvo (30 Sept. 1804) describes him: “He is active, young and enterpris- 
ing, and I consider him suitable, and consequently, faithful, in the discharge of 
his promises. With these qualities, and since he possesses a knowledge of the 
English and French languages, at the same time that he preserves the good will 
of the tribes by means of trade, he can easily destroy the projects of the English 
and Americans.” (/bid., IJ, 358). 
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Loisel jr. was, therefore, a posthumous son. He was one of the pupils 
of the Academy? which Father F. Niel opened on Nov. 16, 1818, in 
the house of the Widow Eugenie Alvarez. (Billon, Annals, If 80). His 
stepfather F. Lebeau signed the document (Oct. 30, 1819) by which 
the citizens of St. Louis approved of the erection of a college building 
on the church block, 2d Street. (Billon, Annals, I] 421). 

On June 8, 1820, not yet 15 years old, he entered St. Mary’s 
Seminary at the Barrens (Statistics of the Seminary, written by Rosati, | 
Archives). Three years later he received minor Orders from Bishop 
Du Bourg and on the 23rd of Sept., 1826, was ordained subdeacon by 
Bishop Rosati. But the health of the young man was not good; he 
was stricken with fever and rheumatism; he therefore returned to his 
mother’s house. The widow Loisel (now Mrs. Lebeau) was then in liti- 
gation with the Chouteaus over a few thousand dollars. From the letters 
of Father E. Saulnier, then acting pastor of St. Louis Cathedral, it ap- 
pears, that partly on account of his delicate health, partly on the score 
of the financial troubles of his mother, Loisel hesitated to take any 
further Orders. But on July 8, 1827, Saulnier wrote to Bishop Rosati 
that Loisel at last had overcome his scruples and decided to return to 
the Seminary. He received Deaconship Nov. 3, 1827, at the Barrens, 
and the Priesthood on the feast of SS. Peter and Paul, 1828, in the 
Cathedral of St. Louis. July 5th, Rosati gave him his faculties, and 
appointed him assistant to Father Saulnier at the Cathedral and Chap- 
lain of the Ladies of the Sacred Heart. (Ephemerides of Rosati). 

At that time the Irish Catholics of St. Louis were struggling for 
the recognition of the English tongue in the public services at the 
Cathedral. The official language from the beginning, as well as during 
the Spanish Régime, had been French and only occasionally, when at 
some solemnity also Protestants would be present at the Cathedral, 
a sermon was preached in English. Under the administration of 
Father F. Niel arrangements had been made for an English sermon 
in the afternoon, after Vespers. But although at that time the after- 
noon services were attended nearly as well as the Masses, this pro- 
gramme was not satisfactory. Besides, there was hardly anybody at 
the Cathedral who was able to preach in English. Father Saulnier, 
the acting pastor of the Cathedral, was not an eloquent speaker. In 
1826, Father Leo de Neckere C. M., who knew English well, was sent 
up from the Barrens principally to satisfy the Irish Catholics. Shortly 
after his arrival, the English speaking Catholics, in consequence of a 
conference with Father Saulnier, in a forcible petition? demanded that 
every other Sunday the sermon should be preached in English at High- 
mass (June 1826). But they were denied this privilege, and Father 
De Neckere, disgusted and with his health broken, left the city the 
same summer for New Orleans and Flanders. ; 


3 Rosati. Catalogus Alumnorum Seminarii S. Mariae, p. 13. 


4 The original, formidable in size, is still in the diocesan archives. The let- 
ters of Father Saulnier and those of Father De Neckere give very interesting 
particulars of the entire question. 
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Since Father Loisel was born in St. Louis, he spoke English cor- 
rectly, although like Paquin, with a French accent.> He was to preach 
in English not in the afternoon, but at 9 o’clock in the morning. (Let- 
ters of Saulnier). Father Saulnier was willing then to accede to the 
wishes of the Irish parishioners and to preach in English every other 
Sunday at Highmass, but Bishop Rosati would not permit him to 
deviate from the custom hitherto observed. And thus the state of 
things remained until Quinquagesima Sunday, March 4, 1832. After 
a week’s retreat which the Bishop had made with Fathers Rondot, 
Lutz, Condamine and Roux, a new rule was established: the English 
sermons were to be at Highmass on the first and third Sundays, and 
on the other Sundays in French. After Vespers the sermons were to 
be in English whenever the French language had been used at the 
morning service, and vice versa. (Diary of Bp. Rosati). On April 2, 
1832, prayers were said for the first time in English at the Cathe- 
dral (ib.). 

But the old infirmities of Father Loisel returned soon after his 
ordination ; in September he was incapacitated for work by fever, and 
when, in December, Father Lutz® returned to St. Louis, Loisel retired 
to the house of his mother on Morgan Street. Since he thought that 
the climate of St. Louis was unfavorable to his recovery, he asked to 
go to the Barrens, but the scarcity of priests was such that he had to 
resume his post at the Cathedral, whilst Father Dussaussoy attended 
Cahokia and Vide Poche (Carondelet) and Father Lutz went north to 
visit the Indians. 

In the summer of 1829, however, Father Loisel again sought the 
hospitable home of his mother, where he lay helpless from rheumatism 
for weeks. At last, towards the end of the year, the Bishop permitted 
him to return to the Seminary. There he acted as professor and helped 
the Lazarist Fathers as well as he could in their work for the care of 
souls; on March 14, 1830, Bishop Rosati sent him to Ottawa on the 
upper Illinois to bless the new church. In order to help him to recover 
his health by travelling in the open air, Bishop Rosati had permitted 
Father Loisel to pay a visit to the home of his father at Assumption, 
Canada, but he felt too weak to undertake such a journey; in the spring 
of 1831, however, he asked for the renewal of this permission (Letter of 
Father Loisel, March 18, 1831); it was given him on May 8th (Bp. 
Rosati’s Diary). Father Loisel intended to visit an aunt who still lived 
at Assumption; at the same time he wanted to collect for the new 
Cathedral which Bishop Rosati was then building. 

He arrived at Montreal at the end of May; he never in his life 
had seen a worthy church, so he was full of enthusiasm over the fine 
convents and churches he found on the St. Lawrence river. His at- 
tempt at collecting, however, was disappointing. He stayed at the 


8 O’Hanlon, Life and Scenery in Missouri, 17. 

6 Father Ant. J. Lutz left St. Louis at the end of July 1826, with the Indian 
agent Baronet Vasquez, to open an Indian mission at the mouth of the Kansas 
river; having failed in his attempt, he remained for some time with the French 
Creoles at the river’s mouth and then returned to St. Louis. 
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Montreal Seminary for a week and the bishop permitted him to collect 
at the various parishes, but would not give him a letter of recom- 
mendation. According to a letter he wrote from Assumption, June 13, 
he intended to go to Quebec at the end of July; there he hoped to be 
more successful than at Montreal; on his way home he wanted to 
visit New York. ; 

In the second week of August Father Loisel was back in St. Louis, 
rich in experience, if not in money. Sunday, August 14th, he preached 
the English sermon after Vespers; on the following day, Bishop Rosati 
sent him on a sick call 80 miles away (Diary of Rosati). On August 
24th, the Bishop himself took athers Mascaroni and Loisel to the 
Barrens; in October, after the consecration of S. Joachim’s church at 
Old Mines (Oct. 8, 1831), Father Loisel returned to St. Louis with 
the Bishop. But although this journey had given new vigor to the 
young priest, Bishop Rosati did not keep him in the city, but sent him 
back to the Seminary, October 21. The Lazarist Fathers gave him 
charge of the neighboring mission of St. Joseph’s, on Apple Creek. 

There Joseph Schnorbusch,’? a colonist from Baden, Germany, 
under the supervision of Father Odin C.M., had built a small log 
chapel in 1828 (Statistics written by Father Wiseman, 1839; Archives). 
The original settlers on Apple Creek, like those at the Barrens, were 
English speaking Americans from Kentucky, but after 1820, under the 
leadership of Schnorbusch, some families arrived from Baden who 
drew others after them; consequently, the German element in the 
parish became quite strong. As most of these immigrants were un- 
familiar with English, Father Loisel, the French-Canadian Creole, to 
help these poor abandoned Catholics, undertook the study of German, 
and he learned enough of it to preach a simple sermon in their native 
language. Father Loisel had hoped that the Bishop would appoint a 
resident pastor for Apple Creek in the person of Father Beauprez’, a 
native of Flanders, who probably spoke German, and Rosati had 
promised to do so; but when the Bishop resolved upon reéstablishing 
the abandoned mission of Arkansas Post, he assigned Beauprez to 
Father Saulnier and sent both down the river on Nov. 28, 1831. 

In February 1833, Father Loisel began to erect a stone church at 
Apple Creek and Bishop Rosati, March 7th, gave him permission to 
lay the cornerstone, the church was 30 by 40 feet and had a large 
sacristy which was to serve as residence to the priest on his weekly 
visits (Fr. Loisel’s letter Feb. 28, 1833, and Diary of Rosati). The 
church was blessed by the Bishop Nov. 30, 1834; Father Timon CALS 
preached in English, Father Loisel in German (Diary). But Father 
Loisel was not pastor of Apple Creek Church and in a letter (Feb. 24, 
1835), he bitterly complains that the Bishop had not offered him a 
place of his own. Bishop Rosati had promised that Father Loisel 
should accompany him on an intended visit to Europe, but year after 
year passed and the visit was never made. He asked the Bishop to 


7 not Snowbush, as Loisel and Gilmary Shea call him. 
8 Ordained at the Barrens Nov. 20, 1831. 
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appoint him to some parish, before their journey to Europe. But he 
still had to wait eighteen months, before the much wished for appoint- 
ment realized. 

August 8, 1836, after a pastorate of hardly three months, death 
claimed good Father Condamine, pastor of the old and venerable parish 
of Cahokia. Now came the chance for Father Loisel: August 27th, 
Bishop Rosati handed him his papers for the parish of Cahokia and 
the stations of French Village’? Cantine and St. Thomas (Johnson 
settlement). Apple Creek continued to be attended from the Seminary 
by Rev. Wiseman, since the 13th of Nov. 1838. 

Father Loisel entered upon his duties in his new parish with 
ardent zeal. He visited the small centres; on the 27th of October 1836, 
he said Mass for the first time at French Village and again on Dec. 
Oth and 7th, at the same time resuming the movement for the erection 
of the mission into an autonomous parish. (Fr. Beukmann, St. Clair 
Co., Ill., p. 36). He also said Mass at Belleville on Dec. 8th and 9th 
in the house of Mr. Chandler (ib. p. 12). At St. Thomas? he said 
Mass at the house of James Powers. About 25 persons were present 
and six received communion. He spoke to them of building a little 
chapel and they concluded, that on Wednesday, the 24th of November, 
the parishioners should assemble to cut down trees for the construction 
of the chapel to which they would give the name of St. Thomas, the 
Apostle. January 24th after Mass, a subscription was taken up for the 
new church, which amounted to 82 dollars, and three trustees were 
elected: John O’Brien, James Power and Bernard Slocy.’* At that 
period the German immigration commenced to pour into St. Clair and 
Clinton Counties, Ill.; Father Loisel therefore asked for a German- 
speaking assistant. He was very much disappointed, when Bishop 
Rosati refused to send him the newly ordained priest Ambrosius Heim 
of Lorraine, who knew German (Letter Oct. 3, 1837); on the 17th 
of Nov. 1837 the Bishop appointed Father Heim for New Madrid, 
where no German was needed. ProbablyRosati thought the Germans 
of the district of Cahokia were well provided for, because he had heard, 


9 When on March 18, 1826, Father Savine, the last priest appointed by a 
Bishop of Quebec for a parish in Upper Louisiana, left Cahokia and descended 
to New Orleans, the parish remained vacant and was visited from St. Louis by 
Fathers Lutz and Dussaussoy, until Dec. 30, 1830 (Ephemer.). Father P. J. 
Doutreluingne, a very zealous Belgian priest, was appointed resident pastor. For 
years Doutreluingne was the confessor of Bishop Rosati. Shortly after the latter 
brought the Sisters of St. Joseph to Cahokia (April 7, 1836), Doutreluingne re- 
signed and Rosati appointed Father Condamine to Cahokia. Originally he had 
destined Condamine for the missions of Galena and Dubuque (Apr. 28) ; in fact 
Condamine had already started; May 14th the famous Mazzuchelli was substituted 
for Dubuque. (Ephemerides). 

10 March 4, 1834, Bp. Rosati with Father Doutreluingne had visited Mr. 
Turgeon of French Village to select a place for a church; at Turgeon’s house 
Doutreluingne sometimes said Mass (Diary of Rosati). 

11 St. Thomas church was about two miles distant from the present town of 
Millstadt. ‘The location of the old chapel is still known to the owner of the farm 
and is marked by a cluster of trees. 


12 From the parish chronicle at Cahokia, signed by J. F. R. Loisel. 
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Father Loisel preach a sermon in German at Apple Creek. Moreover, 
on Dec. 13, 1836, he had given faculties to Rev. Charles Meyer, a 
priest from the diocese of Basel, who was staying with his relatives 
eight miles from Cahokia (at Shilo near Belleville, where the Stauder 
family had erected a little chapel), and who was to say Mass also for 
the Germans of the Johnson settlement (St. Thomas). November 26, 
1837, Bishop Rosati blessed St. Thomas church and, Dec. 16th (Diary) 
appointed Rev. Kenny assistant to Father Loisel.** 

April 7, 1836, the Sisters of St. Joseph, recently arrived from 
Lyons, France, had opened a house and school at Cahokia. About the 
feast of Christmas, 1839, the idea struck Father Loisel, that these Sis- 
ters were also members of his parish and needed his ministrations, and 
that, as members of the Holy Family Parish of Cahokia, they were in 
conscience bound to contribute to the support of the pastor. He, there- 
fore, demanded of them an annual contribution. Sister Febronie, the 
Superioress, was amazed; in France the parishes had helped to support 
the Sisters and not vice versa. In a letter (Dec. 29, 1839) she asked 
information from the Bishop. The archives have not preserved the 
Bishop’s answer ; we may imagine what it was.’* 

In 1838, the little parochial residence of Cahokia was destroyed by 
fire. Father Loisel erected a new house, out of his own means, for 
his private residence. It was quite a pretentious house for those days; 
built of brick with a colonial porch and colonade in front; it is still 
standing west of the old church.- After Father Loisel’s death the house 
passed to his mother, who sold it to the Cahokia School Board. After 
1891, for three years it was again and for the last time used as the 
pastor’s residence. (ib. p. 9.) 

Father Loisel quietly worked in his parish, when the great flood 
of 1844 suddenly put an end to his career at Cahokia. Canon O’Hanlon, 
an eye witness, in “Life and Scenery in Missouri” gives the following 
description: “In the year 1785 known as “L’Année des grands Eaux” 
by the old people of St. Louis, the Mississippi had risen to an extra- 
ordinary height; but, in 1844, it far surpassed any flood recorded in 
‘history or preserved by tradition. The winter and spring months of 
this latter year were severe, and snow had fallen very heavily, especial- 
ly in the Northern States and North Western Territories. .. . Towards 


18 Father Kenny made no effort to pay the debt which was still resting on 
the little church; the builder (Holzscheiter) sought redress from the bishop. 
(Letter of Loisel Dec. 22, 1836). 


us Father Loisel was not the superior of the Sisters, but, Jan. sleno37, 
Rosati had appointed Father J. Fontbonne, the brother of Sisters Febronie and 
Delphine, superior of the houses of Carondelet and Cahokia (Ephem.) ; on the 
19th of Aug., 1836, he blessed their chapel at Cahokia. The Sisters retired from 
Cahokia_a. 1860, because their services were no longer desired by the Trustees 
of the Commons. Their buildings have entirely disappeared, but the property 
is still known as the abbey. They say a curse rests on the Abbey property, which 
seems to be true, for, since the Sisters’ departure, no one has made a success of 
any business venture on the Abbey block and misfortune has befallen the Com- 
mons since the close of the Abbey school. Of that vast Common fortune of the 


Cahokians (4,000 acres) only a small portion remains to-day. (F. Beuckmann 
S.. Clair County, p. 9). ; 
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the close of May, the Mississippi attained a great height at St. Louis; 
for, the combined floods of the Missouri and the Mississippi had swept 
on in a mighty moving torrent, covering all the alluvial region. In the 
month of June, the water had risen in St. Louis to more than four feet 
over the level of all previously recorded floods. Great accumulations 
of ice and snow were in the Rocky Mountains. 

“At this time the village of Cahokias, below St. Louis on the Illinois shore, 
and inhabited for the most part by a mixed race of people, descended from 
early French and Indian settlers, was entirely submerged. Some steamboats put 
off from the St. Louis levee and reached Cahokias at a very critical time, while 
the streets were covered with water to the depth of several feet. The poor in- 
habitants found were removed from upper stories and roofs, where they had 
taken temporary refuge—the water momentarily encroaching on their precarious 
positions. Their excellent pastor, the Rev. Mr. Loisel, at whose house our 
students had been hospitably entertained before, was rescued with all the mem- 
bers of his kindly flock. The citizens of St. Louis did everything that lay in 
their power to provide comfortable lodging, clothing and sustenance for these 
poor people, who arrived among them almost destitute of covering, and even 
of the common necessaries of life...... 

When the water was subsided, the pastor of Cahokias and his flock returned 
to their damp and unhealthy habitations. Then sickness consequent on excessive 
fatigue or exposure, induced much suffering. A slow consuming fever, which 
continued during the ensueing winter, with some short intervals of relief, at 
length brought the worthy and devoted priest to his end, in May (10. May) of 
1845. He departed this life in the hottse of his brother in St. Louis, and never 
was man more generally esteemed and regretted. The honors of a public funeral 
were accorded him, while the mayor, city marshal and city representatives walked 
in procession through the streets, the Catholic clergy and our students reciting 
and chanting the psalms appropriate for that mournful occasion.” 

Since Father Loisel had no brother (Billon, Annals, I 465), he 
must have died in the house of one of his sisters, Josephine Papin or 
Clementine Papin. After his death, the parish was without a resident 
pastor for nearly two years. Fathers Doutreluingne, Saulnier, Ost- 
langenberg, Thibaudier, Aelen and Paris sometimes visited the un- 
healthy town, until in January, 1847, Father Ignatius Maes determined 
to reside there. Father Loisel had attained the age of only 40 years 
when he fell a victim to his zeal and to the love for his parish. 


F. G. Hoitweck. 
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HISTORICAL MATTER DESIRED 


by the Catholic Historical Society of St. Louis 
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Books and pamphlets on American History and Biography, 
particularly those relating to Church institutions, ecclesiastical 
persons and Catholic lay people within the limits of the Louisiana 
Purchase; 

Old newspapers; Catholic modern papers; Parish papers, 
whether old or recent: 

We will highly appreciate the courtesy of the Reverend 
Pastors who send us regularly their Parish publications ; 

Manuscripts; narratives of early Catholic settlers or relating 
to early Catholic settlements ; letters: 

In the case of family papers which the actual owners 
wish to keep in their possession, we shall be grateful for 
the privilege of taking copies of these papers; 

Engravings, portraits, Medals. etc; 

In a word, every object whatsoever which, by the most liberal 
construction, may be regarded as an aid to, or illustration of the 
history of the Catholic Church in the Middle West. 

Contributions will be credited to the donors and preserved 
in the Library or Archives of the Society, for the use and benefit 
of the members and other duly authorized persons. 

Communications may be addressed either to the Secretary, 
or to the Librarians of the 


Catholic Historical Society of St. Louis, 
209 Walnut Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Our first word must be one of heartfelt thanks to all those who 
have so generously and warmly welcomed our appearance on the field 
of Catholic historical research. Convinced as they are that “the coun- 
tries are white already to harvest,” and “the harvest is great, but the 
laborers few,” and understanding that the new recruit means to strain 
every nerve in order to do its share of the common work, they have 
hailed with gladness the birth of our Review, as elder brothers in a 
home worthy of the name receive the brother newly born to them. To 
us such a kindly reception is a precious encouragement: most earnestly 
shall we strive to live up to the obligations which it entails. 

But to succeed in our efforts, we need the cooperation of all our 
friends, near and far. The former especially we expect to prove them- 
selves to be our friends indeed: they can best do so by aiding our en- 
deavors to increase the membership of our Historical Society to pro- 
portions more commensurate with the interest and worthiness of our 
cause, and to lengthen our list of subscribers to the REvIEw. 

Particularly gratified were several of our contemporaries, to whose 
words long and efficient service in the field of American Catholic His- 
tory lends weight and authority, with our Catalogue of the Archives 
of the St. Louis Chancery, and our attempt at tabulating, from the 
limited point of view of our scope, the historical data contained in cur- 
rent periodicals. Shall we, who are but of yesterday, dare express a 
wish we have deeply at heart? It is that our Catholic Archive-deposits 
publish, for the mutual benefit of Catholic historians at large, an in- 
ventory of the documents which they contain. This, in view of the 
prescriptions of the new Code of Canon Law (can. 375-378, especially 
375, § 2), will prove no extra labor for the Custodians of these 
Archives, and would confer an incalculable boon upon historians all 
the country over. One of the causes, indeed, which have heretofore 
rendered the task of the Catholic historian uselessly long and painful, 
was the necessity which he lay under of hunting up for himself, at 
considerable loss of time, money and labor, the documents pertinent 
to his subject now sometimes scattered all over the country, and not 
seldom garnered in some unsuspected corner. 

All know with what eagerness Mr. Edwards scoured and combed 
the whole land to collect in one center all that could be secured of the 
criginal archival sources of our Catholic history. To his commendable 
and tireless zeal the Catholic Archives of America at the University 
of Notre Dame, owe their origin and their now priceless treasures. 
From another quarter was a similar movement advocated a few years 
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ago. We did not hear the latter met with marked success: our 
Archivists are now wide awake, and no amount of eloquently elabo- 
rated specious arguments can overcome the just pride with which 
every one of them looks upon, and clings to his treasure, “be it ever 
so humble.” At any rate, the Church’s legislation now points to an- 
other direction. Let each Diocese—and each religious community— 
keep carefully the records of its past; let these records be properly 
classified and tabulated; and let the catalogues thus drawn up be pub- 
lished and made available as soon as possible: then we shall have no 
longer to bemoan losses which were not always due to accident; no 
longer shall unappreciative Custodians “get rid” of the “trash” en- 
trusted to them; our historians present and future will easily locate 
the documents which they need, especially if, when all the local in- 
ventories are published, these are combined into a general catalogue. 
May we suggest that the undertaking and publishing of such a general 
Catalogue would be a task worthy of the efforts of the History Depart- 
ment of our National Catholic University at Washington? 

Meanwhile, and in order to manifest our earnest desire to pro- 
mote by all means at our disposal this most necessary and urgent work, 
we beg all Diocesan Archivists, particularly in our neighborhood, to 
consider themselves at home in the St. Louis CatTuoxiic HistToricaL 
Review, and to be assured that their communications shall always find 
in its pages a hearty welcome. 


Before leaving this subject of Diocesan Archives, it is in order 
to revert a moment to our own Archives here in St. Louis. Their his- 
tory, as sketched in our last issue, being, as every sketch is, necessarily 
brief and incomplete, must not mislead the unwary reader. As was 
pointed out, the Diocesan Archives, after Father Van der Sanden’s 
death, were found to be a considerable encumbrance in the Chaplain’s 
apartment at the Alexian Brothers’ Hospital. On the other hand, the 
Chancery Office being then installed in rather cramped quarters at the 
Old Cathedral Rectory, the problem of housing these precious docu- 
ments was, for the time being, practically insoluble; and it remained 
so until Rev. J. J. Tannrath, the new Chancellor, became Rector of the 
Old Cathedral, and free to dispose of the venerable house to the best 
advantage of his twofold office. That, meantime, he did not lose sight 
of the Archives, was fully aware of their value, and did more than 
once rummage successfully into the “two dry goods boxes” in which 
the documents were piled up, the searching and well-nigh exhaustive 
article on the Archdiocese of St. Louis which he wrote for the Cath- 
olic Encyclopedia is a conspicuous evidence, to which others could be 


added. 
* 
* * 
The list of Jubilee Celebrations contained in our issue was far 
from complete; and did not justice to our zealous and sturdy fore- 


runners command to repair omissions, necessity of historical accuracy 
would make it a duty. 
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On Sunday, September 13, 1865, seven Little Sisters of the Poor 
Le at New York, and four days later opened in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
their first American home. The tiny seedling grew apace, and to-day 
in fifty-two houses thousands of inmates find a home, most tender and 
motherly care, “length of days and life, and peace,” and often their 
way back to their God. 


September 14 marked the one hundredth anniversary of the day 
when the first white man, Solomon Juneau, settled on the western 
shore of Lake Michigan near the mouth of the Milwaukee river. The 
choice of the place did credit to Juneau’s appreciation of scenery; yet 
for some years nothing looked more unpromising than the future of 
the new settlement, both from the worldly and from the religious 
points of view. Father T. T. Van den Brock, who arrived at Green 
Bay on the 4th of July 1834, visited, shortly after “a spot called Mil- 
waukie, where resided about twenty Catholicks.” He established there 
a missionary station which he visited for some years at stated times. 
Despite these difficult beginnings, Milwaukee, as a silver Jubilee pres- 
ent, was, in 1843, erected by Pope Gregory XVI into a new Diocese 
with Very Rev. J. M. Henni, Vicar General of Cincinnati, for first 
Bishop. When, in view of the present conditions, one remembers the 
lone little frame Church which the new prelate found on his arrival 
into his Episcopal city, the Psalmist’s words surge naturally in the 
mind: “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. Going they went and 
wept, casting their seeds; but coming they shall come with joyfulness, 
carrying their sheaves.” 

cS i * 

The Right Rev. Christopher E. Byrne, D.D., received, on Sunday 
November 10, 1918, episcopal consecration in the New Cathedral of 
St. Louis, and certainly amidst no more gorgeous setting can the splen- 
did ceremonial of the consecration of a Bishop be carried out, than in 
the sumptuous sanctuary of which St. Louis is justly so proud. Al- 
though the function, almost completely unheralded, took place janwis 
clausis—to some extent—, on account of the prevailing epidemic of 
influenza, a magnificent array of a dozen Bishops and more than a 
hundred priests pressed around the altar to pay loving homage to him 
whom the Holy Spirit “placed ... to rule the church of God.” This 
first episcopal consecration in the New Cathedral naturally recalled 
the memory of the first episcopal consecrations in the former Cathe- 
drals: that of Bishop Michael Portier, November 5, 1826, was perhaps 
the most memorable event which ever took place in Bishop Du Bourg’s 
Cathedral; and that of Bishop Simon Bruté, on October 28, 1834, was 
a fit conclusion to the solemnity of the Dedication of Bishop Rosati’s 
new Cathedral, performed two days before (October 26). — It was 
no small surprise to many, and a gratification to all, we are sure, to 
hear, in the course of. the luncheon following the Right Rev. C. E. 
Byrne’s consecration, what legions of Missionaries the Church 
of St. Louis was ever since its humble beginnings able to send to all 
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directions, and what work a few of them did some eighty years ago 
in the portion of the Lord’s vineyard now allotted to the new prelate. 
History made good that day her claim to be no mere babbling about 
the dead past: she revealed some of the forcible lessons that she is 
fraught with for the spiritual sons of the enthusiastic, courageous and 
self-sacrificing apostles of days gone-by but never to be forgotten. 


To complete the record of the golden dates of our history, we 
must make commemoration of the 8th of December last, —the day 
when, in the venerable Cathedral of New Orleans, now repaired and 
reopened, on the Most Reverend successor of our Du Bourg, of our 
De Neckere and our Odin, the sacred Pallium was conferred, whilst 
upon the heads of the Right Revs. A. Drossaerts and J. Jeanmard was 
poured the unction of episcopal consecration. 


* 
* * 


We already chronicled the praiseworthy and most successful 
undertaking of the Catholics of Illinois to take the prominent part 
which by right is theirs in the historical movement to which the cen- 
tennial celebration gave an energetic impetus. They did not deem the 
launching of the Jllinois Catholic Historical Review sufficient for the 
occasion; but, on December 3, asserted publicly their existence and 
their activity by holding a celebration of their own in the new Quigley 
Memorial Hall. Most cordially we thank the Illinois Catholic His- 
torical Society for the amiable invitation extended to us, and most 
heartily do we rejoice at the grand success which rewarded their 
efforts. Their example ought to be an inspiration to us. Is due jus- 
tice done to the services which our Catholic pioneers rendered to 
the commonwealth? Are even these services known as they should? 
To promote this knowledge was our Catholic Historical Society found- 
ed; and this reason alone should win for it the sympathy and support 
of every fair-minded man, especially of every Catholic. But yet more: 
fully convinced of the truth of the principle that “the same causes 
which bring a being to existence must work to maintain this being in 
existence,” and taught by history’s unerring voice that this is the law 
of every social development, it is anxious that the fruitful lessons of 
the past should turn into enlightened activity in the present and wise 
preparation for the future. Catholic action ought to hold the same 
place to-day as it held when the State was still in the cradle. Here is 
precisely an opportunity just knocking at our door: the coming cen- 
tennial of Missouri’s statehood. Already plans begin to be devised; 
already State officials and state representatives speak of the prepara- 
tions to be made. What we, Catholics, should do, and what we shall 
do, ought to be at once the object of our serious consideration. 


5 * 


What type of men of action were those who preceded us and who, 
out of the wilderness brought forth the flourishing conditions in which 
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we live, we are reminded from time to time by these commemorative 
Numbers issued by the Editors of our Catholic papers. Three such 
Numbers reached us during the last few months: the Western Watch- 
man of October 25, 1918, the Church Progress of December 19, and 
the Guardian (Little Rock, Ark.) of September 14. These are credita- 
ble additions to our Catholic historical literature; and, without casting 
any slight upon others, we may be allowed to single out the articles 
coming from the pen of Miss Anna C. Minogue, whose contributions 
to our national Catholic history are well known. One feature enhances 
not a little the value of these various publications as historical records, 
and will not fail to be appreciated by future workers—the pictures 
which generally accompany the text. The perfection which descriptive 
illustration has attained in our times ought, indeed, to be turned more 
and more to the advantage of history: pictures will often tell better 
than the best pen description the story which we wish to preserve and 
to transmit. 
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Correspondence of Bishop Du Bourg with Propaganda 


LV, 
BISHOP DU-SbOURG TO..CARD. LITTA, 
Prefect of Propaganda‘ 
Rome, le 6 Janvier 1816. 

Eminence, 

Votre absence précipitée a porté un grand tort au vénérable Mr. 
Edmond Burke; le Card. Doria ayant absolument voulu vous réserver 
la connoissance de son affaire, — ce qui oblige ce digne Ecclésiastique 
a prolonger son séjour 4 Rome beaucoup au-dela de ce qu’il pensoit, 
et j’oserai ajouter de ce que l’intérét de son Etablissement exige. — II 
se console dans l’espoir que V. E. daignera lui accorder ses premiers 
moments a son retour, et le degré de confiance dont il a besoin pour 
la terminaison de ses affaires. Le vif intérét que je dois y prendre 
comme Evéque, et comme Evéque voisin, et la connoissance personneile 
que j’ai de ce respectable Prétre, ne me permettent pas de partir sans 
le recommander de nouveau a l’attention particuliére de V. E. Nul 
autre ne connoit mieux les besoins de la partie septentrionale de l’Amé- 
rique. Nul ne peut mettre plus de zéle a y remédier et n’est plus capable 
que lui d’y réussir, si V. E. adopte ses plans, qui me paroissent concus 
avec une profonde sagesse. 

Je suis avec une profonde vénération et un attachement tout filial, 

Eminence, 

Votre trés humble et trés ob. serviteur 


4 L. Guil. Ev. de la Nouv. Orléans. 


TRANSLATION 


Rome, January 6, 1816. 
Your Eminence :— 
Your sudden departure has caused a great deal of trouble to the 
venerable Father Edmund Burke,’ as Card. Doria wished absolutely 


1 Original in Archives of Propaganda. Scritture referite nei Congressi. 
America Cenirale. Dal Canada all’ Istmo di Panama. Codice 3. Dal 1791 a tutto 
#1 1817. Fol. 353. 

2 The Rev. Edmund Burke was born in Ireland in 1743. Coming to Canada 
in 1787, he was for some time Rector of St. Pierre and St. Laurent, Isle d’Orleans, 
then teacher in the Seminary of Quebec. In 1790 or 1791 he called the attention 
of Propaganda to the dismal religious condition of the country about the great 
lakes, since the departure of the Jesuits. Thither he went himself, in 1794, mak- 
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to reserve to you the cognizance of his affair. This compels this worthy 
Ecclesiastic to tarry in Rome much longer than he had anticipated, and, 
I dare say, than is necessary for the interests of his establishment. — 
He consoles himself with the hope that Your Eminence shall be pleased 
to devote to him the first moments after your return, and to manifest 
to him as much confidence as he needs for the completion of his busi- 
ness. The keen interest that I, as a Bishop, and a neighboring Bishop, 
ought to take therein, and the personal acquaintance I have of this 
respectable clergyman, do not permit me to leave Rome without recom- 
mending him once more to the particular attention of Your Eminence. 
No one has a better knowledge of the needs of the Northern portion 
of America; no one can display more zeal in coping with the situation 
there, and is more capable to succeed, if Your Eminence adopts his 
plans, which to me appear most wisely devised.* 
I am, with deep veneration and most filial attachment, 
Your Eminence’s 
Most humble and obedient servant, 


> L. Wm., Bp. of New Orleans. 


V 
BISHOP DU BOURG TO CARDINAL DORIA PAMPHILI 


Pro-prefect of Propaganda’ 

Eminence, 

Le porteur de la présente est un jeune clerc allemand, 4gé de 27 
ans, qui a déja fait toutes ses études ecclésiastiques, et dont on me 
rend les meilleurs temoignages sous le double rapport du talent et de 
la vertu. Il manifeste un grand désir de s’attacher 4 ma mission; mais 
ne pouvant l’emmener avec moi, ni le faire partir jusqu’a ce qu’il soit 
bien éprouvé, je supplie V. Emce. de permettre qu’il soit recu a la 
Mission de Monte Citorio, parmi les Eléves de la Propagande pour 


ing his headquarters at Raisin River, attending to the scattered Catholics and 
even undertaking the evangelization of the Indians. We find him at Detroit in 
1795, and, two years later at Niagara. In 1803, he was missioned to Halifax, 
being the first resident priest there. In 1815 he visited Rome to lay before the 
Holy See the condition of religion in the province. Whilst in the Eternal City 
he was appointed to solicit the pallium for Archbishop Neale, and to deliver it 
on his return (Shea, History of the Cath. Church in the U. S., Vol. III, p. 31) 
which was late in 1816. He was soon after appointed Bishop of Sion and Vicar 
Apostolic of Nova-Scotia, receiving episcopal consecration july 5, 1818. He died 


December 1, 1820 (Shea, History, t. II. p. 474-480). 


3 A note, on a slip of paper inserted between the pages of the next letter, 
and clearly written by some Propaganda official, perhaps the Prefect himself 
acquaints us with some of the points under consideration. “Perhaps would it be 
possible henceforth to erect the other two Apostolic Prefectures; and as Father 
Burche (sic) is well thought of, put in these other two, two Vice-Prefects under 
Father Burque (sic), Prefect in the United States; and, when he finds one, or 
two capable subjects, have them appointed Prefects, and no longer Vice-Prefects 
It might be well to hear his opinion on this, and ascertain whether it would not 
be in order that one at least of the three Prefects be given episcopal character.” 

1 Original in Archives of Propaganda, I. ¢. Fol. 354. 
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quatre ou cing mois, a laquelle époque je le ferai venir en France, s’il 
continue a s’en montrer digne, ou bien il prendra le parti qu’il voudra. 
— J’espére de votre bonté que vous ne refuserez pas ce petit secours 
a mon pauvre Diocése. 

Je suis avec un profond respect et une affection toute filiale, 

Emirience, 
Votre tres hum. et trés obt. serviteur 
« Ls. Guil. Ev. de la Nouv. Orléans. 

Rome, le 7 Janv. 1816. 

Un mot de permission par écrit signé de V. E. suffira a MM. les 
Supérieurs pour l’admettre. 


TRANSLATION 

Your Eminence :— 

The bearer is a young German cleric, ? of twenty-seven years of 
age, who has completed his whole ecclesiastical course, and is well 
reported of in regard to both talent and virtue. He manifests a great 
desire to be incorporated in my mission; but as I can neither take him 
along, nor make him start before he is well tried, I beseech Your Emi- 
nence to permit that he be received at the Mission of Monte Citorio, 
among the Propaganda students, for four or five months; after which 
time I shall summon him to France, if he continues to show himself 
worthy ; or else, he shall do what he pleases. — I trust that your kind- 
ness shall not refuse this little help to my poor Diocese.® 

Iam, with profound respect and most filial affection, 

Your Eminence’s 
Most humble and obedient servant, 
> L. Wm., Bp. of New Orleans. 
Rome, January 7, 1816. 


A simple word of permission in writing signed by Your Eminence 
will be enough in order that he be admitted by the Rev. Superiors. 


VI 
BISHOP DU BOURG TO-CARD: DORIA PAMPHILE 
Pro-Prefect of Propaganda 
Eminence, 
Les gazettes, en nous annoncant la nouvelle, si heureuse pour 
l’Eglise, d’une création prochaine de douze nouveaux membres du 


2 A note, by a clerk of Propaganda, gives us the following information: 
“ohn Domig, cleric, born at Ragale, in the Diocese of Coire, Tyrol, resided in 
the Pontifical Palace at Monte Cavallo, No. 11, at L. Martin Griitler’s and Peter 
Eby’s. His confessor used to be Father Amicta, Jesuit. His confessor must be 
now Peter Dahmen, at the Convertendi.” — This Father Peter Dahmen was the 
brother of Father Francis X. Dahmen, C.M., who came to America with Father 
De Andreis and was for years pastor of Ste. Genevieve, Mo. 

3 By another hand, perhaps the Cardinal’s own: “Cannot be received as a 
student. There is no money.” That at that time Propaganda’s treasury was 
empty we learn likewise from another letter given below (VII). 

1 Original in Archives of Propaganda, /. c., Fol. 352. At the time of writing 
this letter, Bishop Du Bourg was on his way from Rome to France. 
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Sacré Collége, ont réveillé dans mon coeur l’espoir d’obtenir bientot le 
subside que tous les Cardinaux de la S. Congrégation de la Propa- 
gande ont jugé convenable d’accorder 4 ma trés indigente mission, et 
pour lequel V. Em. a eu la bonté d’assigner les premiers six cents ecus 
romains qui reviendroient a cette vénérable institution pour l’anneau 
cardinalice. J'ai recu trop de marques de l’extréme attention de V. 
Em. pour craindre que l’absence puisse me priver de l’effect de ses 
promesses. En me forcant, pour ainsi dire, a plier la téte sous le 
pesant fardeau dont Elle m’a investi, Elle a contracté une espéce 
d’obligation de m’assister a le porter; mais le plus ferme appui de ma 
confiance est dans sa tendresse pour |’Eglise d’Amérique, cet enfant 
chéri de son zéle, l’object de sa constante sollicitude. Six cents écus 
lui procureront deux Ouvriers de plus, dont les travaux, j’espére, y 
fructifieront au centuple, attireront sur V. Em. de nouveaux surcroits 
de mérite et de gloire. — Dans la pleine conviction que mes voeux a 
cet €gard ne peuvent manquer d’étre exaucés, j’ose prier V. Em. de 
faire remettre ce secours, aussit6t qu’il sera a sa disposition, a Monseig. 
l’Ambassadeur de France, auquel j’écris, pour le supplier de vouloir 
bien se charger de me le faire parvenir. 

Je viens de recevoir la déplorable nouvelle de la mort du vénérable 
Mgr. Carroll Archevéque de Baltimore (le 6 Décembre), que je m’em- 
presse de communiquer a Votre Eminence, comme un événement fait 
pour jeter dans le deuil toutes les personnes a qui la Religion est chére. 
I] m’est impossible d’exprimer la douleur que j’en ressens et qui doit 
étre universelle dans l’Amérique. Votre Eminence et la Propagande 
tout entiére ne peuvent manquer de la partager. Mgr. Carroll a un suc- 
cesseur dans son siége, mais il n’en aura jamais dans l’estime et l’amour 
de ceux qui ont eu le bonheur de le connoitre. Il sera indispensable 
d’envoyer sur le champ le Pallium a Mgr. Léonard Neale son coadju- 
teur et successeur. 

Je suis avec un profond respect, 

Eminence, 
Votre tres humble et trés affect. serviteur 


> Louis Guil. Ev. de la Nouv. Orléans. 
Florence, le 9 Janvier 1816. 


TRANSLATION 

Your Eminence, 

The papers, announcing the news, most happy for the Church, of 
the creation, in the near future, of twelve new members of the Sacred 
College, have revived in my heart the hope of obtaining before long 
the subsidy which ail the Cardinals of the S. Congregation of Propa- 
ganda deemed it proper to grant to my miserable mission, and in view 
of which Your Eminence was pleased to assign the first six hundred 
Roman scudi coming to the same Congregation from the Cardinals’ 
rings. I was the recipient of too many marks of the utmost attention 
of Your Eminence, to be afraid that my absence might deprive me of 
the effect of your promises. By compelling me, as it were, to bend 
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my head under the heavy burden wherewith you have invested me,? 
Your Eminence contracted a kind of obligation of assisting me in 
carrying it; but the strongest motive for my trust is your tender love 
for the Church of America, the beldved child of your zeal and the 
object of your tender solicitude. Six hundred scudi mean for her two 
more laborers, whose work, I hope, shall yield a hundredfold, and 
draw upon Your Eminence a new increase of merit and glory. — Fully 
convinced that my wishes in this regard cannot fail to be fulfilled, I 
take the liberty to pray Your Eminence to send this subsidy, as soon 
as available, to the Right Rev. Ambassador of France,? to whom I am 
writing to beseech him to be pleased to forward it to me.* 

I just received the sad intelligence of the death of the venerable 
Msgr. Carroll, Archbishop of Baltimore (December 6th.5), which I 
hasten to communicate to Your Eminence, as an event well calculated 
to cast a pall of sorrow upon all persons who hold Religion dear. I am 
unable to give expression to the sorrow it causes me, and I am sure 
everybody in America feels the same. Your Eminence and the whole 
Congregation of Propaganda will not fail to share in it. Archbishop 
Carroll has a successor in his See; but he will never have any in the 
esteem and love of all who had the privilege to know him. It will be 
in order to send at once the Pallium to Archbishop Leonard Neale, his 
Coadjutor and sucessor. 

I am, with profound respect, 

Your Eminence’s 
Most humble and affectionate servant, 
> Louis Wm., Bp. of New Orleans. 
Florence, January 9, 1816. 


2 Bishop Du Bourg alludes to the fact that from Card, Doria Pamphili he 
had received episcopal consecration. 

3 The Right Rev. Gabriel de Pressigny, Bishop of St. Malo, was then Am- 
bassador of Trance. 

# Here is part of Bishop Du Bourg’s letter to the Ambassador: “At the last 
meeting of the Congregation of Propaganda, I solicited financial help for the 
transportation of my priests. All the Cardinals of the Congregation were of the 
opinion that it should be given me. But how could this be done, as the treasury 
was empty? It was, therefore, resolved that His Eminence Card. Joseph Doria, 
Pro-Prefect, should look to some means of furnishing me 600 Roman Scudi. He 
thought then of allotting to me the first tribute paid to Propaganda for the 
Cardinals’ rings. Now I learn from the papers that there is question of a pro- 
motion of Cardinals in the near future; accordingly I am writing to His Emi- 
nence to remind him of this promise. 

I thought that your diplomatic character could not be in any way com- 
promised in a negociation wherein you will take part only as a Bishop, or a 
Father” (Bishop de Pressigny had been one of the Assistant-Consecrators of 
Bishop Du Bourg): “after telling at the foot of the altar to that Same Emi- 
nence, that the Church requested him to raise this unworthy priest to the burden 
of the Episcopate, it seems to me that Your Excellency has the right to tell him 
now that the Church requests him likewise to be pleased to help me to carry 
this burden. (Archives of Propaganda, /. c. Fol. 315). 

From a letter written from Lyons, April 11, 1816, to Card. Doria, we learn 
that the 600 Scudi were granted and received, as requested, through the French 


. Ambassador. 


5 Archbishop Carroll died Deecmber 3; evidently Bishop Du Bourg was 
misinformed by his American correspondent. 
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VII 


BISHOP DU BOURG TO CARDINAL LITTA, 
Prefect df Propaganda’ 

Eminence, 

Quoique je n’aye pas eu de vous tout encouragement que jeusse 
pu désirer dans la demande d’un secours pécuniaire de la Propagande 
pour le transport de ma colonie sacerdotale dans mon immense et tres 
misérable Diocése, je crois avoir trop bien jugé votre coeur pour 
craindre que vous trouviez mauvais que j’insiste dans tn voeu aussi 
raisonnable, et dont l’object vous tient aussi fortement 4 coeur qu’a 
moi-méme. Et dans le fait vos raisons pour écarter cette demande 
furent uniquement prises de l’impossibilité ot se trouvoit la Sacrée 
Congrégation de faire aucune avance, et de la difficulté d’en persuader 
la nécessité aux autres Eminences qui la composent. Or ces deux 
raisons n’existent plus aujourd’hui. Dans la congrégation o& mon 
affaire fut traitée en votre absence, tous les Cardinaux, pénétrés de 
ma douloureuse situation, furent d’avis de m’accorder un secours, et 
il fut décidé que puisqu’il n’y avoit rien en caisse, on me donneroit six 
cents écus sur les premiéres rentrées que la promotion prochaine de 
Cardinaux devoit apporter a la Propagande. — Le moment est venu, 
Eminence, de rappeller a la Sacrée Congrégation cette promesse solen- 
nelle qui m’a été faite de sa part par son Em. le Card. Pro-Préfet. 
J’ai eu Vhonneur de lui en écrire il y a peu de jours, avant de savoir 
votre retour a Rome. Mais cette circonstance ajoute a l’espoir que 
j’en avois concu; car qui plus que vous s’intéresse au bien de ma mis- 
sion? C’est Vous, Eminence, qui m’avez chargé de cet énorme fardeau ; 
je dois donc trouver en vous plus qu’en tout autre la disposition a 
m’aider a le porter. — Vous avez cru que j’avais trouvé a Boulogne? 
un Bienfaiteur puissant dont l’assistance me dispensoit d’avoir recours 
a d’autres; mais la vérité est que je n’ai trouvé qu’un accueil aimable 
pour moi-méme, sans aucun effect pour la grande fin qui m’occupe. 
Peu d’autres sont en moyens ou dans la disposition de m’aider; on me 
renvoye généralement a la Propagande; et qui voudra croire que mes 
demandes méritent aucun égard, tant qu’on saura que Celle-ci n’a rien 
fait pour un object aussi sacré? Six cents écus sont un bien faible 
secours ; mais enfin, Eminence, cette faible somme me procurera deux 
Prétres ; et deux bons ouvriers de plus, dans un diocése qui en est to- 
talement dépourvu, méritent bien que j’en sois méme importun, si a ce 
prix je peux les obtenir. 

Je viens done me mettre a vos piés, Eminence, pour vous supplier 
de donner cours a la décision déja prise par la Sacrée Congrégation 
de mappliquer le tribut du premier anneau Cardinalice qui seroit payé 
a la Propagande. — Mgr. l’Ambassadeur de France voudra bien se 
charger de m’en faire payer le montant, du moment qu’il sera versé 


1 Original in Archives of Propaganda, lac:, Fols 358. 


* He refers to Bologna, in Italy, where he then was, and not to Boulogne, 


in France; the French form of the name was still used; it has been modified 
since into Bologne. 
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dans ses mains. J’ai eu l’honneur de lui en écrire, et de le prier de 
joindre ses sollicitatione aux miennes. 

Je supplie aussi V. Em. de vouloir bien prendre connoissance du 
plan que j’ai eu l’honneur de présenter a la S. Congrégation, sur sa 
demande, pour Vérection d’un Chapitre Cathédral dans mon Diocése 
et d’en faire accélérer la décision, de méme que l’expédition du Bref 
pour la Consécration de Mgr. Mareschal pour le siége de Philadelphie ; 
ce dernier peut étre adressé 4 Mgr. l’Archevéque de Baltimore, l’autre 
a moi-meéme, l’un et l’autre sous le couvert de Mgr. l’Archev. de 
Bordeaux. 

Mais en parlant de Mgr. L’Archev. de Baltimore, je ne puis m’em- 
pecher de rappeler a V. Em. la douloureuse nouvelle qu’Elle aura déja 
sans doute recue, de la mort du vénérable fondateur de cette Eglise 
et des autres sieges des Etats-Unis, Mgr. Jean Carroll, décédé le 6 du 
mots de Décembre. Cette perte est une graude calamité pour l’Amérique ; 
Dieu veuille qu’elle n’y soit pas fatale a la Religion! Heureusement 
son Siége est pourvu d’avance dans la personne de son Coadjuteur 
Mer. Léonard Neale, Prélat d’une vertu distinguée, mais déja vieux 
lui-méme et d’une santé assez délabrée. V. Em. jugera s’il ne con- 
viendroit pas qu’Elle lui écrivit pour l’engager a se concerter avec les 
autres Evéques des Etats-Unis pour la désignation de son Coadjuteur. 
Elle sentira au moins combien il est urgent de lui faire passer immé- 
diament le Pallium, dont le retard peut le mettre dans de grands 
embarras. La voye de Bordeaux seroit, je crois, la plus expéditive. 
Cependant pour plus grande précaution, on pourroit en. envoyer un 
second, ainst-qu’une copie du Bref pour Mr. Mareschal, a MM. Philippe 
et Ant. Filicchi.a Livourne, qui ont un commerce constant avec les 
Etats-Unis, en les priant de les faire partir par la premiére occasion. 

Je me promettois, Eminence, ’honneur de vous voir a Milan; 
c’est un sacrifice de plus que j’ai. a faire, dont vous me permettrez de 
me dédommager en vous présentant l’hommage de la profonde vénéra- 
tion et du dévouement tout filial avec lesquels 

Jai Vhonneur d’étre 

De V. Em. 
Le trés humble, trés obéissant et trés obligé serviteur 


¥ L. Guil. Du Bourg Ev. de la Nouv. Orléans. 
Boulogne le 9 février 1816. ; 


TRANSLATION 
Your Eminence :— 
Although I did not receive from you all the encouragement I 

might have expected in regard to my request of a subsidy from Propa- 

ganda for the transportation of my colony of priests to my immense 
and most miserable Diocese, I trust too much in your heart to be afraid 
you may take. it ill if 1 insist upon such a reasonable desire, the object 
of which you have at heart as much as I do. In point of fact, your 
reasons to lay aside this petition were taken solely from the impos- 
sibility wherein Propaganda was to advance any money, and the diffi- 
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culty to impress the necessity of this measure upon the other Cardinals 
who are members of the Congregation. Now both these reasons have 
ceased to exist. At the meeting where my affair was discussed in your 
absence, all the Cardinals, realizing the sorry conditions confronting 
me, determined to give me help; and it was decided that, as there was 
then no money on hand, six hundred scudi would be allotted to me out 
of the first revenues which the coming promotion of Cardinals was to 
bring to Propaganda. The time has come, Your Eminence, to remind 
the Sacred Congregation of this solemn promise, which was made to 
me in their name by His Eminence the Cardinal Pro-Prefect. I had 
the honor to write to him about it a few days ago,’ before I heard of 
your return to Rome. This very circumstance enhances the hope 
which I had received, for who has greater interest than you in the 
welfare of my mission? You it was, Your Eminence, who laid this 
enormous burden upon my shoulders: I ought, therefore, to find in 
you, more than in anyone else, the disposition to aid me to bear it. 
You thought I had found at Bologna a powerful Benefactor whose 
assistance dispensed me from appealing to others; but the truth is, that 
all I found was a gracious welcome, but with no further effects in so 
far as the great purpose engrossing my thoughts is concerned. Very 
few are those who have the means, or are disposed to help me; I am 
generally directed to apply to Propaganda; and who shall deem my 
request worth considering, as long as Propaganda does nothing for so 
sacred an object? Six hundred scudi are a small subsidy; yet, Your 
Eminence, small as it is, this sum will procure me two Priests; and 
two more good laborers in a Diocese utterly destitute of them, are 
worth my being somewhat importunate, if thereby I can obtain them. 

I lay myself, therefore, at your feet, Your Eminence, to beseech 
you to see to the execution of the decision already arrived at by the 
Sacred Congregation, of applying to me the tribute* coming to Propa- 
ganda from the first Cardinals’ rings. The Right Rev. Ambassador of 
France will kindly order the amount paid to me, as soon as it is in his 
hands. I had the honor to write to him about it, and to beg him to 
second my request.® 

I beseech Your Eminence to kindly take cognizance of the plan I 
have the honor to submit to the S. Congregation, on their own request, 
anent the erection of a Cathedral Chapter in my Diocese, and to have 
the decision about it speeded, as well as the forwarding of a Brief for 
the Consecration of bishop Mareschal for the See of Philadelphia,® 


3 Letter VI, given above. 
* All the passages in italics are underlined in the original. 
5 See above, Letter VI, and Note 4 to the same. 


6 This. question of the appointment of Father Mareschal to Philadelphia 
was long in suspense. A letter of Archbishop Carroll to Card. Litta, dated, 
Baltimore, August 16, 1815 (Archives of Propaganda, 1. c., Fol. 338), tells the 
Prefect of Propaganda that the Bishops of the United States favored the ap- 
pointment, first, of Father David, then of Father Du Bourg as second choice, 
and even mentions a rumor lately spread in the United States, that Rome was 
disposed to appoint Father William Harold, O.P., warmly recommended by the 
Irish Bishops. Another letter of the Archbishop to the same Cardinal (October 
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the latter may be addressed to the Most Rev. Archbishop of Balti- 
more; the former to myself, both in care of the Most Rev. Archbishop 
of Bordeaux. 

Speaking of the Most Rev. Archbishop of Baltimore, I must not 
omit reminding Your Eminence of the sorrowful news which you, no 
doubt, already received, of the demise of the venerable founder of 
that Church and of the other Sees of the United States, Archbishop 
John Carroll, who died on the 6th of December.’ This loss is a great 
calamity for America; God grant it may not prove fatal to Religion 
there! Fortunately, this See was provided for beforehand in the per- 
son of his Coadjutor, Archbishop Leonard Neale, who is a preiate of 
distinguished virtue, but himself already aged and in rather poor 
health. Your Eminence shall judge whether it would not be expedient 
to write to him to engage him to have a consultation with the other 
Bishops of the United States in view of the nomination of his Coad- 


10, 1815) rehearsed the opinions of the American bishops on the question of this 
long delayed appointment—Bishop Egan died on July 22, 1814,—remarking that 
Father David was the choice of all the prelates, but one, Bishop Flaget who 
claimed he could not dispense with him, and indeed pleaded earnestly his case 
in a letter of April 11, 1815 (Archives of Prop., J. c., Fol. 327). When Du Bourg 
reached Rome, early in September, the question was still in suspense, and after 
a few days (Sept. 5) the Administrator of Louisiana wrote to Father Briuté, 
then in France: “I learned with infinite pleasure from Card. Litta that the ap- 
pointment for Philadelphia has not yet been made: they are waiting for infor- 
mation from Dublin concerning Father H(arold). However, I ventured to re- 
mark that the latter was not a suitable candidate. I hope that that See shall be 
given to Father Ambrose Mar(eschal). I shall leave nothing undone for this 
purpose” (Catholic Archives of America, University of Notre Dame, Indiana. 
Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans, No. 25). How much Bishop Du Bourg’s 
exertions contributed to the appointment made early in 1816, we are unable to 
tell; but there is no doubt that the common feeling in America was that Propa- 
ganda had yielded to the persuasive ways of the Bishop of New Orleans. On 
April 9, 1816, Father Mareschal complained of the preiate’s disregard of the 
opinions of the American bishops, especially of Archbishop Carroll, in this affair 
(Arch. of Prop., /. c., Fol. 377). Eight months later the good Sulpician was still 
more outspoken, and marked plainly to Card. Litta that “the interests of the 
Church manifestly demanded that Bishop Du Bourg should go back quam primum 
to his Diocese” (Letter of Dec. 1, 1816. Arch. of Prop., J. c., Fol. 393). What 
Father Mareschal meant by “the interests of the Church,” he tells in no ambig- 
uous terms in another letter of June 25, 1817 (Arch. of Prop., 1. c., Fol. 459): 
“Tn very thruth everyone here acquainted with the religious conditions of this 
country finds it puzzling that the Right Rev. Bishop of New Orleans, no matter 
how great is his persuasiveness, was able to upset the plan proposed by the Amer- 
ican Bishops.” At the time of this writing, Father Mareschal had just become 
by the death of Archbishop Neale (June 18) Administrator of Baltimore; some 
time previous, the Archbishop had notified him of Propaganda’s resolve to ap- 
point him Coadjutor of Baltimore. Bishop Du Bourg was not ignorant of Father 
Mareschal’s feelings towards him, for, on April 22, 1817, he wrote to Father 
Bruté: “I don’t know whether I should entertain the hope of receiving a letter 
from Father Mar(eschal). Despite of his anger against me, I still love and 
venerate him. Kindly tell him so.” (Catholic Archives of America, Univ. of 
Notre Dame, Ind., Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans, No. 24). Mareschal, 
it appears, was not much inclined to respond in kind to this “love and venera- 
tion,” and to the end, he entertained an unfeigned feeling of distrust towards 
Du Bourg’s “fanciful schemes” (Cf. Catholic Historical Review, III, p. 181). 


7 See Note 5 on preceding Letter VI. 
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jutor. You will understand at least how urgent it is that the Pallinm 
should be sent to him at once, as delay might create great difficulties 
for him. The way of Bordeaux would be, I believe, the quickest. 
However, for greatest security, a second Pallinm, as well as a copy of 
the Brief for Father Mareschal might be sent to Messrs. Filippo and 
Antonio Filicchi at Leghorn,® who are constantly in touch with the 
United States, these gentlemen being requested to forward them by 
the first opportunity. ; ; 

I had anticipated the pleasure of seeing Your Eminence at Milan; 
it is one more sacrifice I have to make; permit me to compensate my- 
self therefor by offering you the homage of the profound veneration 
and most filial devotedness wherewith 

I have the honor to subscribe myself 

Your Eminence’s 
Most humble, obedient and grateful servant, 
> L. Wm. Du Bourg, Bp. of New Orleans. 
Bologna, February 9, 1816. 


VIII 
BISHOP DU’ BOURG TO CARD, A] DUGNAND 


Pro-Prefect of Propaganda." 

Eminence 

Je me hate de vous présenter, ainsi qu’a S. E. le Card. Litta, mes 
sincéres actions de graces. pour le secours de six cents écus; que vous 
avez eu la bonté de faire compter 4 ma demande, sur la caisse de la 
Propagande, a Mgr. l’Ambassadeur de France pour les besoins ex- 
trémes de ma mission; cette attention, en vous donnant des nouveaux 
droits 4 ma respectueuse reconnoissance, est en méme temps un nouvel 
aiguillon pour mon zéle. 

V. E. apprendra avec plaisir que l’oeuvre de ma * s’avance 
a ma satisfaction, et que j’ai trouve en Italie, et dans la bonne ville de 
Lyon, des secours, qui sans étre encore abondants, me mettent a l’abri 
de toute inquietude, et me font espérer un succés consolant. Cependant, 
d’un autre cdté, les nouvelles, que je recois de la Nlle. Orléans seroient 
bien propres a me faire abandonner la partie. L’homme ennemi a la 
premiere nouvelle de ma nomination, a renouvellé, et multiplié ses 
perfides intrigues. Il est question de faire passer une loi a la Légis- 
lature, qui mettra mon sort temporel a la discrétion des hommes les 
plus déclarés contre l’autorité épiscopale; et les esprits sont échauffés 
au point de faire tout craindre 4 mes amis pour ma personne, si je 
parois dans cette ville. 


Shins These two merchants of Leghorn are the same who were so instrumental 
in the conversion of Mrs. E. A. Seton. On his way to Rome, Du Bourg had 
visited them, and seen in their home Mrs. Seton’s son William (Du Bourg to 
3ruté, Rome, Sept. 5, 1815. Catholic Archives of America. University of Notre 
Dame, Ind. Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans. No. 25). 

1 Archives of Propaganda, /. c. Fol. 369-370. 

2 A word illegible in the original, 
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_V. E. jugera facilement que de pareilles informations ont di me 
causer de cuisantes inquiétudes. J’avouerai avec franchise, qui j’ai 
eté sur le point de supplier Sa Sainteté d’accepter ma démission d’un 
fardeau, que de pareilles circonstances me représentoient insupportable. 

Il le seroit, en effet, Eminence! pour le courage méme le plus 
intrépide, s’il falloit que l’Evéque se fixat dans la Ville de la Nouv. 
Orléans, ou méme dans la Basse Louisiane, qui est toute entiére plus 
ou moins sous l’influence de ce malheureux Religieux. Cette partie 
noffre absolument rien a espérer sous aucun rapport a l’Evéque, tant 
que cet homme vivra. Cependant, je sens combien il est essentiel de ne 
pas renoncer a.l’espoir de la ramener un jour par la douceur a l’auto- 
rité Espiscopale ; mais cette considération méme seroit toute- “puissante 
pour ne point exposer |’Evéque a une lutte inégale, qui ne peut que lui 
attirer des avanies fatales au respect dia sa dignité. 

Pour. concilier tous les intéréts, je ne. vois qu’un seul moyen, et 
je prie V. E. de vouloir bien. le soumettre au Cardl. Preéfet, et a la 
Sacrée Congrégation: c’est, que j’établisse provisoirement mon Siége 
dans la Haute Louisiane, dans la Ville de St. Louis. 

_ . -Indépéndamment du motif: péremptoire, qui m’en a fait naitre 
Vidée, il-en est plusieurs autres; qui sembleroient devoir suffre pour 
recommander cette meésure.. Pour -travailler solidement au bien de 
mon. Diocése, il faut, -que-j’établisse un Séminaire, et des écoles d’in- 
struction primaire; ces établissements doivent, surtout jusqu’a ce qu’ils 
soient pleinement consolidés, étre sous la surveillance immédiate, et 
constante de l’Evéque. Or tout s’oppose a ce qu’ils se fassent dans la 
Basse Louisiane, et tout promet de favoriser leur accroissement dans — 
la Haute. Les moeurs absolument perdues dans lune, et encore 
simples dans l’autre; l’air insalubre de la premiere, et trés pur dans la 
seconde; les terreins et les vivres extrémement chers dans celle-la, et 
a trés bon marché dans celle-ci. Dans ce projet, je me contenterois 
de nommer un grand Vicaire a la Nouv. Orleans, pour lequel je 
demanderois a Sa Sainteté par l’entremise de la Sacrée Congrégation 
la faculté d’administrer, selon que je le jugerois convenable, le sacre- 
ment de la Confirmation ; la distance immense, ot je serois placé, ne 
me permettant pas de me pees dans la Basse Louisiane pour 
remplir cette auguste fonction de mon Ordre. 

Dés Jors .aussi.il faudroit surseoir indéfiniment a l’exécution du 
projet, que j’avois preésenté a la S. Congrégation, de détacher-la-haute 
Louisiane*de mon: Diocése pour en former-un Evéché séparé. 

Tel est, Eminence, le fruit de mes longues méditations, pour-le 
bien spirituel de ce pauvre troupeau. Je yous conjure de me faire 
savoir, sous-le plus court délai, opinion “de la S. Congrégation sur un 
plan qui me paroit étre le seul praticable. 

J’ai recu avec grand plaisir, Eminence, la nouvelle, que vous me 
donnez de l’expédition du Bref.de nomination de Monseigneur Mare- 
schal a-i’Evéche de Philadelphie. Je ne négligerai pas de lui trans- 
mettre la copie que vous m’en avez fait remettre 4 Bordeaux, oti je 
serai sous peu, et ot! je prie V. E. de me faire adresser, sous le couvert 
de Mgr. l’Archevéque, la réponse que je sollicite de la S. Congrégation. 


138 DOCUMENTS 


Quant a l'article de l’érection du chapitre cathédral que j’avois 
demandée, ces nouveaux arrangements doivent porter a la suspendre 
jusqu’a plus ample informé. 

Agréez, Eminence, l’homage de la profonde vénération, et du 
dévouement sans bornes avec lesquels je suis, etc. 

« Louis Guil. Ev. de la Louisiane. 
Lyon 11 Avril 1816. 


TRANSLATION. 

Your Eminence :— 

I hasten to extend to you and to His Eminence Card. Litta, my 
most sincere thanks for the subsidy of six hundred scudi which you 
were so kind as to order paid, as I requested, from the treasury of 
Propaganda, to the Right Rev. Ambassador of France, for the extreme 
necessity of my mission. This act of kindness, whilst giving you new 
claims upon my respectful gratitude, does, at the same time, spur on 
my zeal to new endeavors. 

Your Eminence will learn with pleasure that the work of my ‘ 
is progressing to my satisfaction, and that I found in Italy,® and in the 
good City of Lyons some help, which, although it is not yet very plenti- 
ful, yet is large enough to remove from me all anxiety and enkindles 
in me the hope of consoling success. But, on the other hand, the news 
which I received from New Orleans were such as to almost make me 
give up the whole undertaking. The enemy,® on hearing of my appoint- 
ment, renewed and multiplied his perfidious wiles. There is now ques- 
tion of having the State Legislature pass a law placing my temporalities 
under the absolute control of the meu most strenuously opposed to 
Episcopal authority; and so heated are the minds of the party, that 
my friends entertain fears about my personal safety, should I appear 
in the city. 

Your Eminence may easily realize what distress such news caused 
me. I must say candidly that I came very near beseeching His Holi- 
ness to take away from my shoulders a burden which, in circumstances 
such as these, appeared to me simply unbearable. 

Unbearable it would be, indeed, Your Eminence, for the most 
courageous and fearless Bishop, if he were obliged to settle in the City 
of New Orleans, or even in Lower Louisiana, which is almost entirely 


’ Part of this translation was published in the Catholic Historical Review, 
Vol. IV, p. 63-64. 


* Word illegible in the original. 


5 Of how much money Bishop Du Bourg collected in Italy we have no 
record; at Milan he recruited for the Louisiana Mission a number of priests 
and students gathered into a kind of pious association under Father John Mary 
Rossetti: let us mention, besides Joseph Tichitoli, a cleric who accompanied the 
Bishop, Father Marcellus Borella, John Rosti, John Bosoni, ,Peter Vergani 
Angelo Mascaroni, and Joseph Pifferi, who followed later, and labored in various 
capacities in the Dioceses of St. Louis and New Orleans. 


6 Allusion—clearer in the French wording: “l’homme ennemi”—to Matth. 


xiii, 28, The “enemy” here referred to is “that wretched Religious” mentioned 
a few lines further below, Father Anthony Sedella. 
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under the influence of that wretched Religious. Nothing at all can 
be hoped there as long as that man is living. However, I feel how 
essential it is not to give up the hope of bringing back some day by 
dint of meekness, that part of the Diocese under submission to Epis- 
copal authority. But this consideration itself positively forbids expos- 
ing the Bishop to an uneven struggle, the inevitable result of which 
can be only the loss of the respect due to his dignity. 

I see but one means of reconciling all the interests at stake, and 
I beg Your Eminence kindly to propose this means to the Cardinal 
Prefect and to the Sacred Congregation: it is, that I should, for the 
time being, establish my See in Upper Louisiana, namely, at St. Louis.’ 

Apart from the peremptory motive which brought this idea to my 
mind, several other reasons seem sufficiently strong to recommend this 
measure. In order that I may work thoroughly for the good of my 
Diocese, I must establish a Seminary and primary schools; these new 
establishments ought to be, until they are solidly grounded, under the 
immediate and constant supervision of the Bishop. Now everything 
is against their being located in Lower Louisiana, whereas everything 
looks favorable to their happy development if they be in Upper Louisi- 
ana: in the one place morality is at an incredibly low ebb, it remains 
untainted in the other; in the one the air is unsalubrious, it is pure 
and healthy in the other; in the one real estate and living are very 
high, they are very cheap in the other. In case I were to settle in Upper 
Louisiana, I would appoint only a Vicar General at New Orleans, 
requesting His Holiness, through the Sacred Congregation, to grant 
him the faculty to administer as I would deem fit the Sacrament of 
Confirmation, as the immense distance between the place of my resi- 
dence and Lower Louisiana would prevent my betaking me thither to 
fulfill this august function of my Order. 

In this case, too, it would be necessary to postpone indefinitely 
the carrying to execution of the project which I have suggested to the 
Sacred Congregation touching the dismemberment of Upper Louisiana 
from my Diocese and its creation into a new Diocese.® 

Such is, Your Eminence, the fruit of my long meditations in be- 
half of the spiritual good of my poor flock. I earnestly beseech you 
to let me know at your earliest convenience what the Sacred Congrega- 
tion thinks of this plan which to me appears to be the only practicable 
one.® 


7 Bishop Du Bourg did not wait for an answer from Propaganda before 
taking measures according to this plan. Less than two weeks after writing to 
Cardinal Dugnani, he made known to Father De Andreis his change of plans 
(Letter of April 24, 1816; in Archives of the St. Louis Chancery. The most im- 
portant portion of this letter was published in The Catholic Historical Review, 
Woh IY, 1, OAD) 

8 This is the first time we hear of this project, which, a subsequent letter 
(IX) informs us, was also recommended by Bishop Flaget. Henceforth Bishop 
Du Bourg showed himself strenuously averse to its resumption. 

9 At the end of this letter, a secretary added the following note: “Answered 
by His Eminence the Prefect, in May 1816; the plan is approved.” 
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I received with great pleasure Your Eminence’s notification that 
the Brief appointing Msgr. Mareschal to the Bishopric of Philadelphia 
was expedited.?° I shall not be remiss in transmitting to him the copy 
of that Brief which you forwarded me to Bordeaux, where I shall be 
before long, and whither I beg Your Eminence to ‘send me, in care 
of the Most Rev. Archbishop, the answer of the Sacred Congregation 
to the question which I am submitting. - vais , ees 

In regard to establishing a Cathedral Chapter, as I had solicited, 
this question ought now, owing to the new arrangements proposed 
above, to be left in abeyance until we have more definite information. 

Deign Your Eminence accept the homage of the deep veneration 
and absolute devotedness in which I am, etc. eee 

i L. Wm., Bp. of Louisiana. 


IX t 
BISHOP DU BOURG TO-CARD. A. DUGNANI* 
Bordeaux 24 Juin 1816. 


Eminence. 

J’eus Vhonneur de vous écrire de Lyon vers la fin d’Avril dernier, 
pour vous communiquer les facheuses nouvelles, que je venois de rece- 
voir de la Nouvelle Orléans, vous soumettre le plan que j’avois concu 
d’établir ma résidence du moins provisoire dans la ville de St. Louis 
des Illinois, et vous supplier de me faire parvenir sous le plus court 
délai, votre réponse a Bordeaux. — 

Depuis cette 6poque je n’ai cessé d’étre assailli de lettres du méme 
quartier, toutes plus décourageantes les unes que les autres, et dont les 
auteurs ne sauroient m’étre suspects, puisque ce sont les personnes 
mémes, qui me sent le plus, dévouées, et qui auroient le plus grand 
intérét a mon-retour,~tels que mes fréres, mon Grand Vicaire, les 
Dames Religieuses de Ste. Ursule, et plusieurs autres.- La substance 
uniforme de leurs rapports, est que, sur la nouvelle de.ma consécration 
épiscopale le parti s’est agité pour faire passer une loi-ala Législature de 
’Etat, qui remet l’administration de ’Eglise Cathédrale.a un corps de 
Marguilliers, tous dans le*sens.du Pére Antoine;—que-les mieneurs 
ont soulevé toutes les. classes contre l’admission. d’yn -—Evéque;- a ‘tel 
point que mes amis croyent qu’il n’y auroit pas’ de’ siiteté pour ma 
personne & m’y montrer;—qu’au moins l’entrée de la Cathédrale me 
seroit refusée, et que la dignité épiscopale y seroit certainement 
object. des plus avilissans outrages ;—que l’acte de ma consécation et 
le Bref de Sa Sainteté pour mon institution ayant été remis par mon 
grand Vicaire au Pére Antoine pour étre enregistrés et déposés aux 
Archives de la Cathédrale, celui-ci avoit répondu dérisoirement, qu’il 
en conféreroit avec les Marguilliers, un desquels avoit eu ensuite 
Vimpudence de porter ces-piéces au Café et d’en faire des plaisanteries 

10 See Letter VII, note 6. ite 

11 See Letter VII. CSN 

t Archives of Propaganda, I. c., Fol. 372-373. 
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insultantes pour Sa Sainteté et pour I’Evéque ;—que le Pére Antoine 
ne craignoit pas de dire qu’il n’avoit rien a faire avec le Pape ni avec 
les Evéques de sa fagon;—que cependant par une inconséquence in- 
concevable, ou par un reste de pudeur politique, non seulement il ad- 
mettoit les dispenses matrimoniales expédiées en mon nom par mon 
grand Vicaire, mais qu’il refuscit méme de bénir les mariages, pour 
lesquels il falloit des dispenses, jusqu’a ce que les parties s’en fussent 
pourvues devant l’autorité légitime. — D’ot il se résulte qu'il n’existe 
pas de schisme réel, mais que tout est prét pour en consommer un a la 
premiere lutte, dont l’apparition de l’Evéque dans le pays ne pourroit 
manquer d’étre le signal, qu’ainsi non seulement le respect di a la 
dignité épiscopale, mais encore l’intérét vital-de la religion en seroit 
évidemment compromis, ce qui importe essentiellement d’éviter, puis- 
que le mal une fois fait seroit désormais irréparable. — J’en conclurois 
que Dieu ne me veut pas dans mon Diocése, et je n’aurois pas balancé 
de présenter ma démission a Sa Sainteté, si je n’eusse pensé que la 
ville de St. Louis m’offroit une résidence ott je pourrois m’établir.avec 
plus d’avantage pour la Religion, que la Nouvelle Orléans n’ettt dans 
aucun état de cause pu présenter. — Cependant, Eminence, avant de 
m’y transporter, j’ai cru indispensable de m’assurer de l’accueil que je 
pourrois y espérer; car on m’assure encore que la Cabale de la Nou- 
velle Orléans n’a rien négligé pour corrompre l’esprit des campagnes, 
et, autant qu’il est possible, de tout le Diocése. — J’ai en conséquence 
écrit a Mgr. Flaget, Evéque du Kentucky, qui est trés vénéré dans la 
Haute Louisiane, et qui d’aprés la connoissance qu’il a des dispositions 
des habitans, sollicitoit l’6rection d’un nouveau Siege Episcopal dans 
ce quartier, de les presser de s’expliquer péremtoirement et d’assigner 
une subsistance a l’Evéque, indépendante du caprice ou de l’humeur 
de ses diocésains.—Et mon avis seroit que je dois attendre leur réponse 
pour me décider a m’y rendre. — C’est sur ces divers points, Eminence, 
qu’il m’est extrémement important d’avoir le plutot possible les direc- 
tions de la S. Congrégation. Car sans cela je n’agis qu’au hazard, et 
ne puis suivre que mon propre jugement. Je n’ai pas manqué cepen- 
dant de consulter tout ce que j’ai pu trouver de plus éclairé et de plus 
sage parmi les Prélats et les Ecclésiastiques francais, qui tous ont 
approuvé mon plan. J’ai ne pas laissé plus pour cela d’avancer I’oeuvre 
de ma mission, en faisant partir pour le quartier de la Haute Louisiane, 
par la voye de Baltimore et du Kentucky, cing prétres, quatre minorés 
et quatre fréres, tous hommes éprouvés, et auxquels j’ai fait con- 
noitre en détail Ja situation des choses. J’en ai encore dix ou douze a 
expédier en Octobre; mais je ne le ferai qu’en tremblant, si je n’ai 
pas l’avis de la S. Congrégation. Je vous supplie donc, Eminence, de 
vouloir bien prendre ma position en trés sérieuse considération, et 
aprés avoir conféré avec L.L. E.E. sur l’exposé précédent, me faire 
expédier sous la plus court délai la résponse aux trois questions sui- 
vantes: 1° Ne convient-il pas, vu la certitude de l’avilissement de la 
dignité épiscopale, et de la trés grande probabilité d’un danger réel 
pour ma personne dans la ville de la Nouvelle Orléans, de fixer, au 
moins provisoirement, ma résidence dans celle de St. Louis? —2° Ne 
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convient-il pas, que j’attende pour me transporter a St. Louis, que 
j’obtienne l’assurance d’y étre bien accueilli, et d’y avoir des moyens 
de subsistance? — 3° Ne convient-il pas aussi que je différe jusqu’a 
cette Epoque le départ des Missionnaires qui s’offrent a venir partager 
mes travaux? : ; ; 

Sur la premiére question, je ne crois pas qu’il puisse y avoir de 
partage. Tous ceux qui connoissent I’état des choses s’accordent a 
prononcer que vouloir tenter l’abord de la Nlle. Orléans seroit une 
témérité inexcusable, et fatale a la Religion. Et quant a moi, Eminence, 
qui connois mieux que personne et les lieux et les hommes, je dois 
déclarer que je ne me sens pas la force de m’exposer aux consequens 
d’une pareille démarche. 

Sur la seconde il me paroit étre dans l’esprit de l’Eglise de ne pas 
exposer un Evéque a mendier son pain. Si l’espoir d’obtenir un Evéque 
ne détermine pas les habitans de la Haute Louisiane a lui assurer un 
établissement, ils seroient bien moins disposés a rien faire pour lui, 
quand une fois ils le posséderoient, et qu’ils sauroient qu’il ne peut 
leur échapper. Je crois donc qu’il est nécessaire de les faire expliquer 
avant de m’y transporter. — Déja le mois d’Avril dernier, Mgr. Flaget 
avoit entamé cette négociation, et il est probable qu’on en saura le 
résultat avant la fin de l’année. 

Quant a la troisiéne question, je regarde sa solution comme dé- 
pendante de celle de la seconde. Cependant je verrois moins d’incon- 
vénience a faire partir des Missionnaires, qui, et tout état de cause, 
désirent se transporter en Amérique et y trouveront toujours de l’em- 
ploi, qu’a partir moi-méme au hazard. Cette mesure pourroit méme 
étre nécessaire pour ne pas décourager les bienfaiteurs de la Mission, 
qui paroissent compter sur le départ. Si, au résultat, j’étois dans 
l'impossibilité de suivre ma destination, j’aurois toujours appliqué les 
aumones que j’ai recues a celle pour laquelle elles ont été données. 

Je saisis avec ardeur cette occasion, de remercier de nouveau V. 
Eminence, des bontés dont Elle m’a honoré, et d’en solliciter la con- 
tinuation, et de lui offrir ’hommage de la profonde vénération et de 
l’attachement tout filial avec lesquels j’ai ’honneur d’étre &c. 


> L. Guil. Du Bourg 
Ev. de la Louisiane. 


TRANSLATION.? 

Your Eminence :— 

I had the honor of writing to you from Lyons about the end of 
April,? to acquaint you with the sad news I had just received from 
New Orleans, submit to you the plan I had formed to establish my 
residence, at least for a while, in the town of St. Louis, and beseech 
you to forward as soon as possible your answer to Bordeaux. 


2 This translation was already published in The Catholic Hi i i 
Vol. IV ap eres, yp e Catholic Historical Review, 


gy The letter referred to here is given above (VIII), and dated April 11; 
Bishop Du Bourg must have forgotten the exact date. 
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Since that time, I have been constantly assailed by letters from 
the same quarter, all very dispiriting, and the trustworthiness of whose 
writers I cannot question, for these persons are precisely those who 
are most devoted to me, and would be most interested in my 
return, namely, my brothers, my Vicar General, the Ursuline nuns 
and others. The uniform burden of all these letters is that, 
when the news of my Episcopal consecration reached over there, 
the party began to stir themselves to have the State Legislature pass 
a law enacting that the Cathedral should be administered by a Board 
of Trustees, all naturally Father Anthony’s abettors ;—that, besides, 
the ringleaders have so roused all the classes of the people against the 
coming Bishop, that my friends believe it would be unsafe for me to 
go there; at least access to the Cathedral would be denied me, and the 
Episcopal dignity would be ignominiously outraged ;—that, when my 
Vicar General brought to Father Anthony the Testimonial of my Con- 
secration and the Brief of His Holiness raising me to the Episcopate, 
in order to have them registered and filed in the Cathedral Archives, 
Father Anthony replied derisively that he would consult about the 
matter with the trustees, one of whom had, shortly after, the impu- 
dence to take these documents to a saloon and, on the occasion of 
them, to aim gibes and insults at the Holy Father and the Bishop ;— 
that Father Anthony boasts that he has nothing to do with the Pope 
and the Bishops of his making ;—that, however, by an unconceivable 
inconsistency, or maybe a remnant of political timidity, not only he 
accepts matrimonial dispensations issued in my name by my Vicar 
General, but even refuses to bless marriages in need of dispensation, 
until the parties have secured this dispensation from the lawful 
authority. So that, on the whole, there is actually no schism, but 
everything is ready for starting one at the first provocation; and the 
appearance of the Bishop in the country shall not fail to be the signal ; 
so that, not only the respect due to the Episcopal dignity, but the vital 
interests of religion as well, shall be jeopardized; which must be 
avoided at all costs, because once the mischief is done, it will be im- 
possible to mend it. — From this I might be led to conclude that God 
does not wish me in my Diocese; and I would not have hesitated to 
send my resignation to His Holiness, had not the thought occurred to 
me that St. Louis may offer me a residence where I may settle with 
greater profit to religion than could ever be found in New Orleans. 

However, Your Eminence, before going there, I deemed it neces- 
sary to make sure of the kind of welcome I might expect there; for 
I am told also that the coterie at New Orleans have spared no efforts 
to poison the minds of the country-people, and as much as they could, 
of the whole Diocese. In consequence, I have written to Bishop Flaget 
of Kentucky, who is highly esteemed in Upper Louisiana, and who, 
being well acquainted with the dispositions of the people there, solicited 
the erection of a new Episcopal See in that district; I have requested 
him to urge those people to express themselves plainly, and assign to 
the Bishop a maintenance independent from the caprice and humor of 
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his flock. My opinion is accordingly that I should wait for their 
answer before definitely determining to go there.* ' 

Upon these various points it is extremely urgent, Your Eminence, 
that I should have as soon as possible the directions of the Sacred Con- 
gregation; for without these directions I act only at haphazard, being 
obliged to rely solely on my own judgment. I consulted, however, the 
most enlightened and wise French prelates and ecclesiastics; and all 
approved of my plan. ae 

Meanwhile, I did not fail to further-the work of my mission; 
and I have just sent to Upper Louisiana, by the way of Baltimore 
five priests, four clerics in minor Orders,- and - four Brothers,°— 
all well-tried men, to whom I have explained the exact condition 
of things. Ten or twelve more may possibly be ready -to sail by 
October next ;° but I will not send these without-fear, if I: have not 
the opinion of the Sacred Congregation. I beseech: Your Eminence, 
therefore, to take my position into serious consideration, and, after 
conferring with the Cardinals of the Congregation on the foregoing 
exposé, to forward me as soon as possible their answer to the follow- 
ing questions: 1. Owing to the certainty that the Episcopal dignity 
will be reviled, and to the extremely strong probability that I may 
personally be exposed to serious danger in New Orleans, is it not 
advisable to fix, at least provisionally, my residence in St. Louis? — 
2. Ought I not to wait, before going to St. Louis, for an assurance 
that I shall be well received there, and find a maintenance ? — 3. Should 
I likewise delay until then the departure of the Missionaries who have 
offered to share in my labors? 

Anent the first query, I do not see how there could be two opin- 
ions. All persons conversant with the conditions are unanimously say- 
ing that attempting to go first to New Orleans would be inexcusable 
rashness, and a death-blow to Religion. As for myself, Your Emi- 
nence, who know better than anyone both the place and the men, I 
must declare that I do not feel equal to the task of exposing myself 
to the consequences of such a step. 


With regard to the second question, it does not seem to me that 
the Church’s intention is that a Bishop should be a beggar. If the hope 
of having a resident Bishop does not move the people of Upper 
Louisiana to settle something definite for his maintenance, still less 
will they be disposed to do anything, once he is with them, and they 


4 Bishop Du Bourg’s letter to Flaget must be the one received by the latter 
on August 8, 1816 (Cf. Spalding. Flaget, p. 168). It does not seem, however, 
that the Bishop of Bardstown did then much to satisfy the request of Bishop 
Du Bourg. 

5 Fathers De Andreis, C.M., Rosati, C.M., Acquaroni, C.M., Carretti and 
Ferrari of Port-Maurice ; Messrs. Dahmen, Deys, Gonzalez and Tichitoli ; 
Blanka, C.M., Flegifont, Boranvanski, de Latre; of these four men only the first 
was actually a lay-brother; the other three had manifested some intention of 
joining the Community of the Lazarists; none of them eventually persevered. All 
sailed, on June 12, 1816, on the American brig The Ranger. 


6 These were apparently the recruits from Milan. See Letter VIII, note s. 
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know he cannot go anywhere else. I believe it necessary, in conse- 
quence, that they should come out with a plain statement, before I go 
there. Already in April Bishop Flaget has broached the subject, and 
we may probably know the result of his negotiations before the end 
of the year. 

The solution of the third question depends, in my opinion, upon 
the answer given to the second. However, I should not see so much 
inconvenience in an early start of the Missionaries who, at any rate, 
wish to go to America and are sure of finding work there, as in my 
own departure at haphazard. This measure may even be necessary 
for the encouragement of the benefactors of the Mission who seem 
to reckon on that early start. If, after all, it turns out that I cannot 
follow my destination, the money given me will thus nevertheless be 
faithfully applied according to the intention of the donors. 

I take most eagerly this opportunity to thank once more Your 
Eminence for all the marks of kindness wherewith you have honored 
me, and beg of you to be pleased to continue me this kindness, and I 
tender to you the homage of the profound veneration and most filial 
attachment with which I have the honor to subscribe myself, etc. 


> L. Wm. Du Bourg, 
Bp. of Louisiana.’ 


7 A note added to the original says: “Answered August 17, 1816.” The plan 
suggested by the Bishop had already been approved in substance. (See Letter 
VIII, note 9). 
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